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Von John C. McManus : Deadly Sky: The American Combat Airman in World War II  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Deadly Sky: The American Combat Airman in 
World War II: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Deadly 
SkyVon Ein KundeThe author presented the flow of information in a unique fashion. Individual stories of American 
combat airmen appeared throughout the book rather than in specific chapters dedicated to a particular airman. For 
example, an airman's views would show up in a chapter on crew training, then again in a chapter on air base activities 
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or flying missions. Addressed were many aspects about combat personnel that one doesn't normally think of, such as 
the living conditions of enlisted men and officers, their drinking and sexual activities and how tours of duty were 
handled in different theaters. Included were items such as superstitious beliefs, prayer and even humorous events. The 
book states that many Germans fought for the Fatherland and the Japanese fought until the death. The Americans, on 
the other hand, did not fight for patriotism or the allied cause, although this was important. Their highest priority was 
survival.I felt the book was a little weak on addressing equipment in the early phases of the war. It is my 
understanding that our airmen were thrust at the enemy in very inferior fighting vehicles. I was hoping to learn more 
from the crews' point of view on this subject.It wasn't exactly what I expected, but it was a good read and certainly did 
cover a lot of territory. This book did bring back memories of American civilian and military feelings against 
Germany and Japan that I recall as a teenager0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. An excellent 
review of military efforts in the air.Von Midwest Book ReviewDeadly Sky surveys the American combat airman in 
World War II, considering their battles and the special dangers of manned air flights of the times. From flying 
missions to leadership changes and notable individuals, this provides an excellent review of military efforts in the air.

KurzbeschreibungMcManus is a master of the art of oral history and one of the outstanding historians of World War 
II.Donald L. Miller, Author ofMasters of the Air John C. McManus, author of The Dead and Those About to Die and 
September Hope, reveals the terror and triumph that shared the fiery skies of World War IIfrom the first dogfights over 
Europe to the last Kamikaze attacks over the Pacific. This insightful chronicle takes readers inside the experiences of 
Americas fighter pilots and bomber crews, an incredible assortment of men who, in nearly four years of warfare all 
over the globe, suffered over 120,000 casualties with over 40,000 killed. Their stories span the earth into every corner 
of the combat theaters in both Europe and the Pacific. And the aircraft explored are as varied, tough, and legendary as 
the men who flew themfrom the indomitable heavy-duty warhorse that was the B-17 Flying Fortress to the sleek, 
lethal P-51 Mustang fighter. In Deadly Sky, master historian John C. McManus goes beyond the familiar tales of aerial 
heroism, capturing the sights and sounds, the toil and fear, the adrenaline and the pain of the American airmen who 
faced death with every mission. In this important, thoroughly-researched work, McManus uncovers the true nature of 
fightingand dyingin the skies over World War II.From the Trade Paperback edition.PressestimmenFrom the training 
camps to the combat missions, this is war from the perspective of the young Americans who lived through it: the 
pilots, the bombardiers, the navigators, and the gunners of all the combat services in both Europe and in the Pacific. It 
is an engaging and vivid portrayal of war in the skies from 1941 to 1945.Craig L. Symonds, Author ofThe Battle of 
MidwayandNeptune: The Allied Invasion of Europe and the D-Day LandingsThese extraordinary eyewitness accounts 
put a human face on the bombing campaign against Nazi Germany, and tell the story of its savagely contested battles 
with rare power and empathy. McManus is a master of the art of oral history and one of the outstanding historians of 
World War II.Donald L. Miller, Author of Masters of the Air: America's Bomber Boys Who Fought the Air War 
Against Nazi GermanyUsing their own words, a vivid, thematic report on the personalities, thoughts, and experiences 
of American airmen in combat during World War II. An important book and an exciting read.Gerald Astor, Author of 
The Mighty Eighth[Deadly Sky] is one of the most compelling books about men at war that I have ever read. It 
combines superb analysis of the World War II air war around the world with riveting, often heartbreaking eyewitness 
testimony from the participants...A truly great read.Tom Fleming, Author of The Great DivideEspecially moving are 
the words of the men who struggled to make sense of the horrors of war. They were not simply extensions of the war 
effort but fiercely independent men who thought seriously about what they were doing.Smithsonian Air and 
SpaceKurzbeschreibungMcManus is a master of the art of oral history and one of the outstanding historians of World 
War II.Donald L. Miller, Author ofMasters of the Air John C. McManus, author of The Dead and Those About to Die 
and September Hope, reveals the terror and triumph that shared the fiery skies of World War IIfrom the first dogfights 
over Europe to the last Kamikaze attacks over the Pacific. This insightful chronicle takes readers inside the 
experiences of Americas fighter pilots and bomber crews, an incredible assortment of men who, in nearly four years of 
warfare all over the globe, suffered over 120,000 casualties with over 40,000 killed. Their stories span the earth into 
every corner of the combat theaters in both Europe and the Pacific. And the aircraft explored are as varied, tough, and 
legendary as the men who flew themfrom the indomitable heavy-duty warhorse that was the B-17 Flying Fortress to 
the sleek, lethal P-51 Mustang fighter. In Deadly Sky, master historian John C. McManus goes beyond the familiar 
tales of aerial heroism, capturing the sights and sounds, the toil and fear, the adrenaline and the pain of the American 
airmen who faced death with every mission. In this important, thoroughly-researched work, McManus uncovers the 
true nature of fightingand dyingin the skies over World War II.From the Trade Paperback edition. 


