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the History of Political Ideas: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Indispensable reading for the serious student of DeclarationVon J. P. LedbetterIn all my studies of the Founders, the 
Constitution and the Declaration of Independence over the last quarter century. I have found no other single book that 
allowed me to so clearly understand (from Mr Beckers perspective) the feelings, enviornment, philosophies that 
enriched and motivated the leves and character of our founders like this book does. Becker is a genious in the way he 
presents step by step the methodical and ever changin adjustments of their reasoning during that critical time in our 
history. One should not feel their studies complete or even rational until they have obsorbed this unique work. Then 
and only then can they put all they have learned, studied and pondered into that mixer we call our brains and come up 
with a true appreciation of the founders and their great work of that era. A must reading. I would only add that even 
though Becker is perhaps correct in his assertion that Natural Law allowed the colonist to justify their stance against 
Britan. There is a truth about their religion that I believe should have been emphasised in more detail. Individually 
many of them were very Godly, the natural law argument allowed them to justify Independence but was not as 
ingrained into their souls as their religious beliefs were. Otherwise this book is one of a kind.0 von 0 Kunden fanden 
die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Superb disection of the DoI.Von Ein KundeThis easy to read book disects the 
wording and phrases in all the various drafts of the declaration. It explores the origins of the ideas and phrasing used, 
and discusses why individual words or complete phrases were changed, added or removed as they were debated first in 
committee and later by the Continental Congress. This book is commonly cited by other authors. As an example, it 
serves both as a source for and wonderful companion to Bernard Bailyn's book "The Ideological Origins to the 
American Revolution"0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Insightful, insiteful, tongue-in-cheek 
when necessary.Von Ein KundeBecker's classic informs the reader about the nature of the Revolution; indeed, it was 
not simply about home rule (independence), but who shall rule at home (revolution).

KurzbeschreibungThe Declaration of IndependenceCarl L. Becker's important study is an analysis of the concepts 
expressed in the Declaration. Here is a lucid explanation of what the Declaration really is, what views it sets forth, 
where those views arose, and how they have been accepted or modified by succeeding generations. A book that every 
American should read..deWhen Carl L. Becker's classic study of the text of the Declaration of Independence first 
appeared in 1922, it marked a great departure from the passionate and patriotic tenor of many existing historical 
analyses. Becker claims his work was well received by all reviewers save one, who criticized its preoccupation with 
hard cold documents. In the 1941 introduction to this edition, Becker defends his approach, stating: "I was aware that 
men had bled and died for freedom.... But on this occasion I chose to write a book about the document itself ... a state 
paper of sufficient renown to be classed with the world's classics of political literature." Becker describes the rhythm 
of the first line of the Declaration of Independence as "that felicitous, haunting cadence which is the peculiar quality of 
Jefferson's best writing." He goes on to define the purpose of the document, its views, where those views arose, and 
how succeeding generations have accepted or modified them. Chapters such as "Historical Antecedents of the 
Declaration: The Natural Rights Philosophy," "Drafting the Declaration; The Literary Qualities of the Declaration," 
and "The Philosophy of the Declaration in the Nineteenth Century" distinguish this book as one of the most complete 
studies of America's--and arguably the world's--most important historical document.KurzbeschreibungThe Declaration 
of IndependenceCarl L. Becker's important study is an analysis of the concepts expressed in the Declaration. Here is a 
lucid explanation of what the Declaration really is, what views it sets forth, where those views arose, and how they 
have been accepted or modified by succeeding generations. A book that every American should read. 


