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KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Fullest 
account on British manipulation of American opinionVon Kindle CustomerWith Thomas E. Mahl's book, we have our 
fullest account of hidden British operations. Like Nicholas John Cull's and Francis MacDonnell's books, Mahl's study 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B006OBG5QW


is based on a doctoral dissertation, this one completed in 1994 at Kent State University. Mahl's archival research is 
extensive. British sources include the records of the Foreign Office, the H. Montgomery Hyde papers, and the 
manuscripts of the British publicist Eveline Mary Paterson (Lady Cotter). American collections encompass the papers 
of Franklin D. Roosevelt, William J. Donovan, the columnist Drew Pearson, Ernest Cuneo (ghostwriter for the 
sensationalist journalist Walter Winchell), and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.Mahl clearly shows how extensive 
British operations were and in the process very ably illuminates the complicated network of intelligence groups and 
leaders. [Candian-born industrialist Sir William] Stephenson and his British Security Coordination (BSC) established 
operatives in the United States on a massive scale, engaging in "dirty tricks" in order to manipulate the nation into war 
and, in the process, to destroy isolationism as a respectable intellectual position. Without question, as Mahl shows, the 
British covertly worked in tandem with such interventionist bodies as the Committee to Defend America by Aiding the 
Allies, Fight for Freedom, and the Irish-American Defense Association. Similarly, there was hardly an administration 
move, including the destroyers-for-bases deal and lend-lease, that the British did not secretly promote. They helped 
spearhead the federal investigation of New York congressman Hamilton Fish, who led the non-interventionist of the 
House, and possibly committed perjury in the process. They fabricated a "secret German map" that indicated German 
designs to conquer South America and that was cited by FDR in a speech given in late October 1941. They helped 
ghostwrite an attack on Standard Oil of New Jersey, which had entered into cartel arrangements with Germany's I. G. 
Farben.Certain names stand out. The interventionist columnist Dorothy Thompson frequently met with British 
intelligence officials. Another columnist, Walter Lippmann, advised the British to initiate surreptitious operations 
against anti-interventionists. Walter Winchell's scriptwriter, Ernest Cuneo, was fed data by the British operative Sandy 
Griffith, who also engineered stacked polling at conventions of the American Legion and the Congress of Industrial 
Organizations. Several New York Times correspondents, among them James Reston, were fed material by British 
intelligence. For the first time, the Rockefellers come to the fore. The family gave the BSC rent-free space in 
Rockefeller Center and helped subsidize Fight for Freedom. Holding the post of coordinator of inter-American affairs, 
Nelson Rockefeller aided British intelligence in Latin America.The book is marred by careless errors.... More 
significant, there is hardly an interventionist group that Mahl does not label a "British interventionist front," basing his 
claim on a boast of British operations officer Sidney (Bill) Morrell.... Certainly the British were involved in secret 
efforts, some of which were worse than shady.... At the same time, Mahl is wrong in his implicit assumption that the 
British played the crucial role in energizing American intervention, that most prominent FDR backers he discusses 
were little more than British puppets, and that Roosevelt's policies usually lacked the support of his countrymen. Some 
line of distinction must be drawn between interventionist moves plotted by the British and those fostered by 
Americans on their own. By his overstatements Mahl mars what could have been a superb study.

KurzbeschreibungA fascinating study of the efforts of British intelligence to push America out of its isolationist stance 
and into the Allied camp during the early days of WW II. Freelance writer Mahl has convincingly drawn on a variety 
of sources--including recently declassified FBI and government files, memoirs, personal papers, and little-known 
official reports--to weave together a portrait of extraordinary schemes and activities. He argues that such conventional 
sources as the official British history of the war are misleading and inadequate. Britain, lacking the resources to fight 
Nazi Germany alone, needed the immense production capacities and vast manpower of the US to save itself. But the 
British government was deeply concerned about American intentions: The nation seemed both unpredictable and 
unreliable in its support of Britain. To gain American allegiance, Britain launched a sizable propaganda campaign and 
a number of intelligence actions, many carried out or managed by William Stevenson (``Intrepid''), Britain's spy 
extraordinaire. Mahl asserts that British agents had willing accomplices in FDR's White House, filled with an 
anglophile elite that identified deeply with Britain. His research reveals that foreign money was poured into some 
congressional elections to defeat isolationist politicians, that British agents spent money freely to ease the passage of 
the Lend- Lease Act, that they planted pro-British articles in interventionist newspapers and magazines, and that some 
national opinion polls were rigged to reflect a deeper and stronger pro- British sentiment than existed. British agents 
set up Bill Donovan's Office of Stragetic Services and helped run it, and they established or influenced a number of 
organizations pushing for American intervention. Their efforts were ingenious and effective. They were also either 
dubious or downright illegal, but Mahl argues that, given the desperate situation in Europe, Britain had little choice. A 
carefully researched, engrossing addition to WW II history and the history of covert operations.KurzbeschreibungA 
fascinating study of the efforts of British intelligence to push America out of its isolationist stance and into the Allied 
camp during the early days of WW II. Freelance writer Mahl has convincingly drawn on a variety of sources--
including recently declassified FBI and government files, memoirs, personal papers, and little-known official reports--
to weave together a portrait of extraordinary schemes and activities. He argues that such conventional sources as the 
official British history of the war are misleading and inadequate. Britain, lacking the resources to fight Nazi Germany 
alone, needed the immense production capacities and vast manpower of the US to save itself. But the British 



government was deeply concerned about American intentions: The nation seemed both unpredictable and unreliable in 
its support of Britain. To gain American allegiance, Britain launched a sizable propaganda campaign and a number of 
intelligence actions, many carried out or managed by William Stevenson (``Intrepid''), Britain's spy extraordinaire. 
Mahl asserts that British agents had willing accomplices in FDR's White House, filled with an anglophile elite that 
identified deeply with Britain. His research reveals that foreign money was poured into some congressional elections 
to defeat isolationist politicians, that British agents spent money freely to ease the passage of the Lend- Lease Act, that 
they planted pro-British articles in interventionist newspapers and magazines, and that some national opinion polls 
were rigged to reflect a deeper and stronger pro- British sentiment than existed. British agents set up Bill Donovan's 
Office of Stragetic Services and helped run it, and they established or influenced a number of organizations pushing 
for American intervention. Their efforts were ingenious and effective. They were also either dubious or downright 
illegal, but Mahl argues that, given the desperate situation in Europe, Britain had little choice. A carefully researched, 
engrossing addition to WW II history and the history of covert operations.Synopsis Describes the secret political 
campaign undertaken by Britain in 1939 to weaken America's isolationists, bring the U.S. into World War II, and 
influence American policy in England's favor. Discusses British influence in the Willkie campaign, the political 
destruction of isolationist Congressman Hamilton Fish, the ideological switch of Senator Vande 


