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Von John R. Hale : Lords of the Sea: The Epic Story of the Athenian Navy and the Birth of Democracy  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Lords of the Sea: The Epic 
Story of the Athenian Navy and the Birth of Democracy: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Lord of 
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historical narrativeVon CustomerHaving read many books on the history of ancient Greece, i did not expect any 
surprises with this book and as a result it lay almost two years to the day on my bookshelf. What a surprise then when i 
finally picked it up to read it. Apart from the rivetting narrative, this book filled in, for me at least, essential details on 
the important naval actions and their consequences. Thankfully with a little less emotional detail on the Sicilian defeat 
than I've read elsewhere because in his hands it could be really crushing. If like me, you suspect that the economic 
history is where the real story starts, then i cannot recommend this book enough.

KurzbeschreibungThe epic true story ofThemistocles and the Battle of Salamis, and arousing history of the world's 
first dominant navy and the towering empire it builtThe Athenian Navy was one of the finest fighting forces in the 
history of the world. It engineered a civilization, empowered the world's first democracy, and led a band of ordinary 
citizens on a voyage of discovery that altered the course of history. With Lords of the Sea, renowned archaeologist 
John R. Hale presents, for the first time, the definitive history of the epic battles, the fearsome ships, and the men-from 
extraordinary leaders to seductive rogues-that established Athens's supremacy. With a scholar's insight and a 
storyteller's flair, Hale takes us on an unforgettable voyage with these heroes, their turbulent careers, and far-flung 
expeditions, bringing back to light a forgotten maritime empire and its majestic legacy.Pressestimmen"Nobody knows 
more about the history of oared ships around the world than John Hale, and he combines with it a knowledge of and 
love for the ancient Athenians that helps explain their achievement. To provide a new angle from which to view and 
understand the experience of the Athenians of the Classical age is a remarkable feat, but Lords of the Sea 
accomplishes just that. The writing is utterly captivating and makes the reader feel he is back in ancient Athens among 
the great poets, historians, sculptors, architects, soldiers and sailors, all of whom were connected in important ways to 
the Athenian navy."- Donald Kagan, author of The Peloponnesian War "The dazzling moment of Golden Age Athens 
was built on democracy, silver, reason and power. It was arguably the most creative moment in history, when western 
architecture, philosophy, drama and politics were all given their fundamental form. Behind it all was the Athenian 
navy, its life and fortunes described here with exemplary clarity and a vivid engagement with the visceral realities of 
battle and the sea. John Hale combines fluent readability with up-to-date scholarship and a sense that in these pages 
you are witnessing not only a driving collective enterprise but the foundation-level struggles of our own world. This is 
tour de force of historical imagination."- Adam Nicolson Author of the New York Times bestsellers God's Secretaries: 
The Making of the King James Bible and Seize the Fire: Heroism, Duty, and Nelson's Battle of Trafalgar "Hale's 
simple but vigorous sentences prick up your ears from the first page... one hopes to hear more from him." -New York 
Times (Dwight Garner) "Compulsively readable...history so brilliantly told that, like the Athenian democracy, it is 
truly for all people." -Louisville Courier-Journal (David Jones) "Absorbing reading for those interested in either Greek 
or naval history...well- documented, with numerous maps, a chronology and glossary." -Charleston Post and Courier 
(Lisa Isringhausen) "You'd have to be half asleep to not become hooked by the first few paragraphs of Hale's Lords of 
the Sea." -Cleveland Plain Dealer (Jean Dubail)Pressestimmen"You'd have to be half asleep already not to become 
hooked by the first few paragraphs of John Hale's Lords of the Sea - The Cleveland Plain Dealer "Hale's simple but 
vigorous sentences prick up your ears from the first page...one hopes to hear more from him."-Dwight Garner, The 
New York Times "With something for almost everyone, "Lords of the Sea" tells an important story and imparts to him 
who wants to learn important lessons. It's well worth the read." -Washington Times "Dr. Hale's sparkling creation, that 
rare history so brilliantly told that, like the Athenian democracy, it is truly for all people." - Louisville Courier-Journal 
"Historian and archeologist Hale brings both skill sets to bear in this account of an Athens whose golden age and 
democratic institutions depended on its navy." - Publishers Weekly 


