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Von Peter Scott : Lost Crusade: America's Secret Cambodian Mercenaries  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Lost Crusade: America's Secret Cambodian Mercenaries: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A book 
with unique personal impact and historical importanceVon Ein Kunde"Lost Crusade" must be counted as one of the 
best books ever written about the Vietnam War, and yet it goes far beyond the category of books 'about' Vietnam. 
"Lost Crusade" is much more than a book about war and for this reason will be valued even by those with no prior 
interest in the Vietnam War.In "Lost Crusade" Peter Scott describes his experiences working with native Cambodian 
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soldiers (the Khmer Krom) during the Vietnam War, and the book centers on the relationships he and other advisors 
built with these soldiers over the course of the War. At the same time Scott offers a broader, historical context of the 
conflict and the place of the Cambodians within it. This is what makes the book such a strong effort on two levels: it 
functions as both a historical document of the War from the perspective of one who was involved in it on the ground, 
and it is a moving recounting of the relationships between men who fought together as told by a skilled writer.Scott 
introduces the large cast of characters with the same easy clarity that characterizes the book as a whole, and in a very 
personal way the reader soon begins to feel some of the attachment for his soldiers that Scott himself must have felt. 
We also encounter, quite vividly, the brutality of the War itself as well as the barbaric history of the region that pre-
dated U.S. involvement. This allows the reader to understand some of the ferocity and drive that motivated these 
soldiers, and difficult as the material is to read at times, these passages could be seen as some of the most vital and 
necessary in the book.The true measure of the book's success, and what makes the book accessible to all readers, is 
how deeply attached Scott causes the reader to become to his characters. This is largely due to the incredibly effective 
way in which it was written. The style appears to be effortless, and it is not until one actually stops to consciously 
consider it that the great care and craft invested in the book's writing becomes evident. Such a style quickly allows the 
reader to become involved in the personal relationships Scott establishes with the soldiers, and amplifies the tragedy 
that consumes many of them by the book's end."Lost Crusade" is both tremendously moving and also historically 
important, and it manages to effectively accomplish both its goals. Peter Scott has succeeded in writing a book 'about' 
war that, like all great books of its type, is really about the relationships that result from people being placed in 
situations such as war. While historically informative, most people will value the experience of reading the book for 
what it shows of human nature and human frailty. The book is certain to grip its readers and consume them from its 
fiery start in Southeast Asia to its bittersweet conclusion on America's West Coast.

KurzbeschreibungWhen Peter Scott began a 1968 tour in Vietnam advising ethnic Cambodian Khmer Krom 
paramilitaries, they shared only an earnest desire to check the spread of communism. It took nearly thirty years and a 
chance reunion for him to realize just how much they had become a part of him. Successfully blending intense combat 
narrative and stirring emotional drama, Scott vividly captures both the unique village culture of a little-known, highly 
spiritual people and their complex relationship with Special Forces soldiers, who found it increasingly difficult to 
match their charges' commitment to the costly conflict. Building on his experiences as a Phoenix Program adviser near 
the Cambodian border, extensive interviews with Khmer Krom survivors, hundreds of hours of research in 
government archives, and requests for Freedom of Information Act disclosures, Scott seamlessly reconstructs the six-
thousand-strong mercenary force's final crusade against communism, beginning in their ancestral home in 1970 and 
ending on the U.S. West Coast in 1995. 


