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Von Pete Daniel : Lost Revolutions: The South in the 1950s  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Lost Revolutions: The South in the 1950s: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Excellent appraisal of the Southern paradoxVon Joe BrownThe 1950's South was both a time and a place of 
contradictions. On the one hand, there was a cultural revolution going on that fused both white and black musical 
tastes into one revolutionary music genre (rock 'n' roll) and a political revolution that went on (integration) which 
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made the cultural achievements seem to pale in comparison. In essence, the South of the 1950's was a confusing 
maelstrom of contradictory policies and failed opportunities for peaceful change.So argues Pete Daniel in his book 
"Lost Revolutions: The South in the 1950's". Daniel's thesis is that the South offered ripe opportunities for change 
during the immediate post-World War II era but these opportunities were overlooked by the fact that warring factions 
between African-Americans and whites prevented to make important cultural revolutions make a difference in the 
political spectrum. These important cultural revolutions consisted of: the importance of rhythm and blues in forging 
feelings of appreciation between blacks and white country and western singers, the rise of NASCAR as a unifying 
factor among lower-class whites to challeng the hegemony of the white middle and upper-classes, and, finally, the 
rebeliousness exhibited by both white and black youth to forge a new consensus for political change. Daniel's book 
does an excellent job of explaining both why there were contradictions in Southern society and how these 
contradictions contributed to a painfully fought battle for integration and equal rights. This is a battle which is still 
being fought today but more on a state's rights and regionalistic front than a racial front.Daniel's book is a true lesson 
in primary source research and his endnotes clearly demonstrate this. Interviews, 4 pages of manuscript collection 
sources, and numerous prominent secondary sources fully back up a thought-provoking thesis. This book is a welcome 
addition to southern historiography.

KurzbeschreibungThis sweeping work of cultural history explores a time of startling turbulence and change in the 
South, years that have often been dismissed as placid and dull. In the wake of World War II, southerners anticipated a 
peaceful and prosperous future, but as Pete Daniel demonstrates, the road into the 1950s took some unexpected 
turns.Daniel chronicles the myriad forces that turned the world southerners had known upside down in the postwar 
period. In chapters that explore such subjects as the civil rights movement, segregation, and school integration; the 
breakdown of traditional agriculture and the ensuing rural-urban migration; gay and lesbian life; and the emergence of 
rock 'n' roll music and stock car racing, as well as the triumph of working-class culture, he reveals that the 1950s South 
was a place with the potential for revolutionary change. In the end, however, the chance for significant transformation 
was squandered, Daniel argues. One can only imagine how different southern history might have been if politicians, 
the press, the clergy, and local leaders had supported democratic reforms that bestowed full citizenship on African 
Americans--and how little would have been accomplished if a handful of blacks and whites had not taken risks to 
bring about the changes that did come.PressestimmenDaniel is at his best."American Historical "[An] exemplary 
portrait of an age."Southern Cultures"A model social history of the American South in the 1950s."Choice"A vivid 
portrait of a watershed era."Arkansas Historical Quarterly""Daniel's book is opinionated, but backed by research and 
persuasively argued."New York Times Book ""An exemplary portrait of an age."Southern Cultures"Daniel's book is 
opinionated, but backed by research and persuasively argued."New York Times Book "KurzbeschreibungThis 
sweeping work of cultural history explores a time of startling turbulence and change in the South, years that have often 
been dismissed as placid and dull. In the wake of World War II, southerners anticipated a peaceful and prosperous 
future, but as Pete Daniel demonstrates, the road into the 1950s took some unexpected turns.Daniel chronicles the 
myriad forces that turned the world southerners had known upside down in the postwar period. In chapters that explore 
such subjects as the civil rights movement, segregation, and school integration; the breakdown of traditional 
agriculture and the ensuing rural-urban migration; gay and lesbian life; and the emergence of rock 'n' roll music and 
stock car racing, as well as the triumph of working-class culture, he reveals that the 1950s South was a place with the 
potential for revolutionary change. In the end, however, the chance for significant transformation was squandered, 
Daniel argues. One can only imagine how different southern history might have been if politicians, the press, the 
clergy, and local leaders had supported democratic reforms that bestowed full citizenship on African Americans--and 
how little would have been accomplished if a handful of blacks and whites had not taken risks to bring about the 
changes that did come. 


