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Von George Mitchell : Making Peace: The Inside Story of the Making of the Good Friday Agreement  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Making Peace: The Inside 
Story of the Making of the Good Friday Agreement: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A Clear, 
Consise MemoirVon Ein KundeSenator Mitchell deserves tremendous respect for his (continuing) role in the Northern 
Ireland peace process. This book delivers a clear and consise account of his participation in the events that led up to 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B008LMD1WS


the Good Friday agreement. We get glimpses of all the major players and many unsung heroes who worked behind the 
scenes.Perhaps in reaction to the long-winded Irish politicians he uses a very broad brush to describe the events and 
often condenses days of complex talks into a few sentences. This is not, as I initially hoped, a detailed description of 
the negotiations. But it does portray the kind of patience and determination that was needed to pull everything together 
and gives a taste of the complexity of the political situation around Northern Ireland. It's a nice read for anyone, but 
especially geared for the average American.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Good look @ 
process of peace, but too early for real detailsVon John MThis book is an enjoyable read which will introduce you to 
all the major players in the negotiations that led to the Good Friday Peace Accords, and give a good sense of what the 
challenges were and how the various parties worked to overcome them.Unfortunately, it was probably too early for 
Mitchell to come out with any new details, and he is reluctant to be overly critical of any of the parties -- no doubt a 
wise move as the peace process contiues to move forward.Hopefully, we will see another account from Mitchell in the 
future which will give a little bit more bite in terms of how he really feels. In the mean time, this book is well worth 
the quick read.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Very dissapointingVon Ein KundeIf you 
followed the peace negotiations while they were occuring, you really have no need of this book. Mitchell is 
frustratingly vague throughout, relating the negotiations in the most general of terms and not giving us much new 
insight. I don't think I learned anything about the negotiations from this book that I didn't already know. Vague and 
dry, read this book only if you didn't follow the peace negotiations at all.

KurzbeschreibungFifteen minutes before five o'clock on Good Friday, 1998, Senator George Mitchell was informed 
that his long and difficult quest for an Irish peace accord had succeeded--the Protestants and Catholics of Northern 
Ireland, and the governments of the Republic of Ireland and the United Kingdom, would sign the agreement. Now 
Mitchell, who served as independent chairman of the peace talks for the length of the process, tells us the inside story 
of the grueling road to this momentous accord.For more than two years, Mitchell, who was Senate majority leader 
under Presidents Bush and Clinton, labored to bring together parties whose mutual hostility--after decades of violence 
and mistrust--seemed insurmountable: Sinn Fein, represented by Gerry Adams; the Catholic moderates, led by John 
Hume; the majority Protestant party, headed by David Trimble; Ian Paisley's hard-line unionists; and, not least, the 
governments of the Republic of Ireland and the United Kingdom, headed by Bertie Ahern and Tony Blair.The world 
watched as the tense and dramatic process unfolded, sometimes teetering on the brink of failure. Here, for the first 
time, we are given a behind-the-scenes view of the principal players--the personalities who shaped the process--and of 
the contentious, at times vitriolic, proceedings. We learn how, as the deadline approached, extremist violence and 
factional intransigence almost drove the talks to collapse. And we witness the intensity of the final negotiating session, 
the interventions of Ahern and Blair, the late-night phone calls from President Clinton, a last-ditch attempt at 
disruption by Paisley, and ultimately an agreement that, despite subsequent inflammatory acts aimed at destroying it, 
has set Northern Ireland's future on track toward a more lasting peace..deFormer United States senator George 
Mitchell tells the inside story of how he maneuvered the warring factions of Northern Ireland into signing the Good 
Friday peace agreement in 1998. This was no small task, requiring him to bring together Sinn Fein president Gerry 
Adams, Catholic moderate John Hume, Protestant politico David Trimble, unionist Ian Paisley, Irish prime minister 
Bertie Ahern, and British prime minister Tony Blair. Mitchell's prose is a model of clarity--a surprising quality coming 
from the pen of a politician, especially one of the most partisan Senate majority leaders of all time. There is plenty of 
detail about the negotiations and all of their turns, but never so much as to become tedious. Along the way, Mitchell 
offers interesting asides on achieving success in politics and diplomacy: "As majority leader of the United States 
Senate, I had learned that when you've got the votes, you vote. Delay can only hurt." It's too soon to know the ultimate 
outcome of Mitchell's labors, but initial signs are hopeful, suggesting that this memoir might have real staying 
power. --John J. Miller.comFormer United States senator George Mitchell tells the inside story of how he maneuvered 
the warring factions of Northern Ireland into signing the Good Friday peace agreement in 1998. This was no small 
task, requiring him to bring together Sinn Fein president Gerry Adams, Catholic moderate John Hume, Protestant 
politico David Trimble, unionist Ian Paisley, Irish prime minister Bertie Ahern, and British prime minister Tony Blair. 
Mitchell's prose is a model of clarity--a surprising quality coming from the pen of a politician, especially one of the 
most partisan Senate majority leaders of all time. There is plenty of detail about the negotiations and all of their turns, 
but never so much as to become tedious. Along the way, Mitchell offers interesting asides on achieving success in 
politics and diplomacy: "As majority leader of the United States Senate, I had learned that when you've got the votes, 
you vote. Delay can only hurt." It's too soon to know the ultimate outcome of Mitchell's labors, but initial signs are 
hopeful, suggesting that this memoir might have real staying power. --John J. Miller 


