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KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Engaging biography and historyVon Peter UysThis well-researched book covers the life of Margaret Thatcher from 
her birth and her childhood in Grantham to her election as Prime Minister in 1979. Her youth and education are dealt 
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with in the chapters Dutiful Daughter, Serious Schoolgirl and Oxford Tory, whilst the chapter Young Conservative 
recounts the story of her first job, her marriage to Denis Thatcher and her first spirited election campaigns in safe 
Labour seats.The birth of her children, her life as a mother and housewife and her legal studies are discussed in chapter 
six: Superwoman. This chapter concludes with her stunning victory in the Finchley constituency in the 1959 election. 
The next two chapters describe her life as a backbencher and a junior minister. Between 1964 and 1970 with the 
Conservatives in opposition, Thatcher held many different portfolios: junior spokeswoman on pensions, housing and 
economic policy and member of the shadow cabinet for power, transport and finally education.After the Tory victory 
in 1970 she was education secretary for more than three years. The Conservatives were defeated in 1974 and the next 
year she was elected leader of the opposition, the role dealt with in the chapter of the same name. The exciting election 
campaign of 1979 is covered in the chapter Into Downing Street, which also deals with the beginning of her long and 
glorious reign as Prime Minister.The text is filled with quotes from newspapers and people who played a role in her 
life. The author has gone to great lengths to be as thorough and meticulous as possible; the research cannot be faulted. 
Furthermore, Campbell manages to capture the mood of the times very well in his analysis of British history and 
politics and succeeds in making the detail interesting. For example, the election results for Margaret's Finchley 
constituency are provided throughout the book, for every election.As a great admirer of Thatcher, I do not agree with 
his every conclusion or every single point of opinion, but his work is exhaustive and impressive. It is also quite 
readable although the avalanche of facts, figures and analysis do sometimes reach overload.Of the book's 33 black and 
white photographs, my favourites include a picture of Margaret aged 4 with her sister, the proud mother with twins in 
1953 and the future Prime Minister holding a calf in the 1979 election campaign. The book includes 41 pages of notes 
and references, a vast bibliography and an index.Along with volume 2, this excellent book will surely stand the test of 
time as the most authoritative biography of this remarkable woman. I also recommend Thatcher's book Statecraft, a 
highly readable and insightful look at world politics at the beginning of the 21st century.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die 
folgende Rezension hilfreich. Wondeful book and a deep insight into the life of Lady ThatcherVon DennisWhen I was 
in the UK half a year ago I got interested in Maggy Thatcher. I just wanted to know more about her. There it is 
difficult to find an adequate biography of Mrs Thatcher in German, I decided to buy this one. First of all when I saw 
this book, I was really overwhelmed by the tiny writing, but one gets accustomed over the time.The content of the 
book is really intresting and one can learn more about the character of Lady Thatcher than any other biography can do 
it. One gets a deeper understanding for her personality and so of her politics. In my opinion if someone likes to 
understand Thatcherism, then the person has to understand or to know who Margaret Thatcher is, and for that is this 
book absolutely important and a "Must-read". I can only recommand it.

KurzbeschreibungWhen Margaret Thatcher unexpectedly emerged to challenge Edward Heath for the Conservative 
Party leadership in 1975, the public knew her only as the archetypal Home Counties Tory Lady, more famous for her 
hats than for any outstanding talent: she had a rich businessman husband, sent her children to the most expensive 
private schools and sat in Parliament for Finchley. Yet almost overnight she reinvented herself. Journalists who set out 
to discover where she came from were amazed to find that she had grown up above a grocer's shop in Grantham. 
Within weeks of her becoming Tory leader an entirely new image was in place, based around the now famous corner 
shop beside the Great North Road; the strict Methodist upbringing; and her father, who taught her the 'Victorian 
values' which were the foundations of her subsequent career.In the first volume of the first full-scale biography of 
Margaret Thatcher since her fall from power - and the first thoroughly to explore her early life - John Campbell re-
examines the mythology and suggests a more complex reality behind the idealised picture accepted by Lady Thatcher's 
early biographers. He portrays an ambitious and determined woman ruthlessly distancing herself from her roots, until 
the moment in 1975 when they suddenly became a political asset..deLove her or hate her, there is no escaping the 
impact that Margaret Thatcher has made upon post-war British Politics. The 1980s are indelibly marked as the 
Thatcher years, and her rise from Grantham grocer's daughter to Finchley MP in 1959, Leader of the Conservative 
Party by 1975, and Prime Minister by 1979 was as tenacious as it was controversial. Since being ousted from power, 
biographers have been busy reassessing her legacy. By far the most distinguished account to date is John Campbell's 
Margaret Thatcher. Volume One: The Grocer's Daughter. Campbell's credentials for the job are impeccable, having 
already written the acclaimed biography of Thatcher's great rival, Edward Heath, winner of the 1994 NCR Book 
Award. As he explains from the outset, this is not an authorised biography, but Thatcher's office made no attempt to 
prevent the reconstruction of Thatcher's life from her birth in Grantham to her entry into Downing Street. This is a 
blessing, as Campbell's immensely readable and even-handed book challenges the idealised myth of Thatcher's early 
life and indoctrination into the "Victorian values" of her Methodist father Alderman Roberts. According to Campbell, 
Thatcher reinvented herself as a wealthy Home Counties lady, through her difficult years at Oxford, marriage to Denis, 
and sexist responses from her party throughout her early years in Opposition. However, as her status as a "conviction 
politician" grew, and with the General Election of 1979 looming, she radically changed her image: "In place of the 



Home Counties Tory lady in a stripy hat, married to a rich husband, whose children had attended the most expensive 
private schools, she forced the media to redefine her as a battling meritocrat who had raised herself by hard work from 
a humble provincial background." Campbell's story is always compelling, his research meticulous, and his sweep of 
the political skulduggery of the 60s and 70s masterful. Margaret Thatcher is an absorbing story of the creation of a 
modern political myth. --Jerry Brotton.co.ukLove her or hate her, there is no escaping the impact that Margaret 
Thatcher has made upon post-war British Politics. The 1980s are indelibly marked as the Thatcher years, and her rise 
from Grantham grocer's daughter to Finchley MP in 1959, Leader of the Conservative Party by 1975, and Prime 
Minister by 1979 was as tenacious as it was controversial. Since being ousted from power, biographers have been busy 
reassessing her legacy. By far the most distinguished account to date is John Campbell's Margaret Thatcher. Volume 
One: The Grocer's Daughter. Campbell's credentials for the job are impeccable, having already written the acclaimed 
biography of Thatcher's great rival, Edward Heath, winner of the 1994 NCR Book Award. As he explains from the 
outset, this is not an authorised biography, but Thatcher's office made no attempt to prevent the reconstruction of 
Thatcher's life from her birth in Grantham to her entry into Downing Street. This is a blessing, as Campbell's 
immensely readable and even-handed book challenges the idealised myth of Thatcher's early life and indoctrination 
into the "Victorian values" of her Methodist father Alderman Roberts. According to Campbell, Thatcher reinvented 
herself as a wealthy Home Counties lady, through her difficult years at Oxford, marriage to Denis, and sexist 
responses from her party throughout her early years in Opposition. However, as her status as a "conviction politician" 
grew, and with the General Election of 1979 looming, she radically changed her image: "In place of the Home 
Counties Tory lady in a stripy hat, married to a rich husband, whose children had attended the most expensive private 
schools, she forced the media to redefine her as a battling meritocrat who had raised herself by hard work from a 
humble provincial background." Campbell's story is always compelling, his research meticulous, and his sweep of the 
political skulduggery of the 60s and 70s masterful. Margaret Thatcher is an absorbing story of the creation of a modern 
political myth. --Jerry Brotton 


