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Von Mary A. DeCredico : Mary Boykin Chesnut: A Confederate Woman's Life (American Profiles)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mary Boykin Chesnut: A 
Confederate Woman's Life (American Profiles): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Great 
history and a great readVon Ein KundeThis is one of the best books around in the growing fields of both women's 
history and the history of the American South. DeCredico, a professor at the United States Naval Academy who is one 
of today's most respected Civil War historians, paints a fascinating picture of one Southern woman's life before, 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00E1CYGYE


during, and after the Civil War. A must read for scholars and interested lay readers alike!

KurzbeschreibungBorn into the plantation gentry of South Carolina, granted the advantages of wealth, social position, 
and education by virtue of her family and her marriage to another prominent South Carolina family, Mary Chesnut has 
emerged as one of the key figures in American history, but not because of a career, her family, or her involvement in a 
humanitarian cause. Rather, Chesnut's significance comes from her extensive diary. Her commentary and 
reminiscences about the Confederate era provide an excellent window into the life and death of the Confederate 
nation. Her keen insight into political, economic, and social developments makes her an excellent source to understand 
the Southern homefront during the Civil War.Professor DeCredico uses Chesnut's life to address the role of women in 
the South, the ideology and leadership of the Southern white elite, and how Southern women in generaland Chesnut in 
particularviewed the institution of slavery. Furthermore, DeCredico shows how Mary Chesnut's privileged position 
gave her an ideal perspective for observing and commenting on the events of the 
Confederacy.PressestimmenDeveloping Chesnut as a representative example of the Southern aristocracy, DeCredico 
contrasts her experiences (illustrated by numerous quotations from her diaries and other writings) to those of other 
classes within the South. This rich backdrop of social and political history based on recent scholarship not only 
clarifies Chesnut's experiences but challenges readers to reflect on the South's class structure and the significance of 
the Confederacy's fall... Exceptionally well-written. CHOICE A very good and much needed introduction to Mary 
Chesnut's life and writings. Mary DeCredico's book will appeal to students and anyone interested in one of the 
Confederacy's most fascinating figures. -- George C. Rable, author of Civil Wars: Women and the Crisis of Southern 
NationalismKurzbeschreibungBorn into the plantation gentry of South Carolina, granted the advantages of wealth, 
social position, and education by virtue of her family and her marriage to another prominent South Carolina family, 
Mary Chesnut has emerged as one of the key figures in American history, but not because of a career, her family, or 
her involvement in a humanitarian cause. Rather, Chesnut's significance comes from her extensive diary. Her 
commentary and reminiscences about the Confederate era provide an excellent window into the life and death of the 
Confederate nation. Her keen insight into political, economic, and social developments makes her an excellent source 
to understand the Southern homefront during the Civil War.Professor DeCredico uses Chesnut's life to address the role 
of women in the South, the ideology and leadership of the Southern white elite, and how Southern women in 
generaland Chesnut in particularviewed the institution of slavery. Furthermore, DeCredico shows how Mary Chesnut's 
privileged position gave her an ideal perspective for observing and commenting on the events of the Confederacy. 


