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The Incredible True Story of How George Soros' Father Outsmarted the Gestapo: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen3 von 3 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Outwitting the Hungarian Holocaust like a Secret Agent!Von Donald MitchellThis book will add another view of the 
Holocaust that few have seen before. When I told my wife I was reading the book, she said, "Isn't it depressing?" 
Naturally, any book that comes close to so much unnecessary loss of life will make the reader sad, and that is 
appropriate. On balance, though, this book will probably leave you feeling more optimistic than you were about what 
can be accomplished by well-meaning people.Tivadar Soros was a Jewish lawyer in Budapest when the second world 
war began. Hungary had been an ally of Austria, so the Nazis did not occupy the country until March 19, 1944 as they 
began to fear betrayal behind their retreating forces in the Soviet Union and the Balkens. The country was liberated by 
the Soviets in January 1945. Unfortunately, the Nazis used this ten-month period to murder as many Hungarian Jews 
as possible.But Mr. Soros also had had an unusual experience earlier. He had been a prison of war in Siberia during 
World War I. From that experience, he had learned that those who are prominent are in danger from totalitarianism, 
after seeing the prisoners' represenative shot to terrify the prisoners. Mr. Soros had been offered that "honor" just 
recently and had declined. He soon escaped from the prison camp, and had a most difficult time getting back to 
Hungary through the midst of the Russian Revolution. Where he had been idealistic and vocal before World War I, he 
came back determined to enjoy each day as though it might be his last. This exasperated his wife, who knew he could 
accomplish more.This perspective served him well when the Nazi occupation arrived. As in other countries, the Nazis 
relied on Jews to follow orders. There was a Jewish Council whose families were exempt from the deportations who 
helped organize others into the death camps and ghettos. Many people voluntarily wore the yellow star. Wanting to cut 
off the potential leaders, one of the first groups being rounded up were lawyers. This was being done in alphabetical 
order, so Mr. Soros had a little time to prepare. Rather than complying (as did over 600 Jewish lawyers from Budapest 
who were killed in the Holocaust), Mr. Soros decided to resist. He quickly justified this on the moral grounds of self-
defense.Deprived of his livelihood and his property, Mr. Soros decided to use camouflage to protect his family (wife, 
two sons, and mother-in-law) by pretending to be Christians under assumed names. Although he knew nothing about 
how to undertake such a deception, he soon learned to acquire forged and real papers. He also shared what he learned 
with anyone who asked for his help. Those who were wealthy, he charged as much as he could. Everyone else, he 
either charged nothing or only what forged documents cost him.To be safest, the family continually lived apart from 
one another, meeting occasionally for coffee or a swim, and moved frequently. He helped them learn their "cover 
stories" and helped them practice how to react if braced by Nazis.There are many surprises in the book. Mr. Soros 
occasionally called on "Christians" for help who turned out to be other Jews using false papers. Some actual Christians 
took up wearing the yellow star, and the Nazis left them alone. While many people would not help, few turned Jews in 
to the Nazis. Some people would help for either profit or humanitarian reasons. You just had to keep looking until you 
found them. Most lost their nerve eventually and were either caught or stopped helping.Mr. Soros estimates that about 
5 percent of all Jews in Budapest eventually obtained false papers. He also describes what happened to those who tried 
other ways out, like bribing Nazis such as Eichmann.The book is far more compelling than any spy novel I have ever 
read. It is also more inspiring because it shows what a committed "victim" of an evil regime can do. While other books 
portray Jews as being tough in concentration camps or in the Warsaw Ghetto, secretly hiding out in attics owned by 
friends, and being slaughtered, this one shows the side of a vigilent self-defense operating from an immediate defiance 
of the illegitimate authorities. This model needs to be well understood by everyone.Contemporary readers will also be 
fascinated to read about the rest of Mr. Soros's family, which includes the then 14-year-old George, who is now one of 
the world's richest men and famed fighter against totalitarian regimes. What an incredible family! The book also 
contains introductory comments by both sons, which will interest you as they recount the remarkable father they knew 
whom you will meet in this amazing book.The book was originally written in Esperanto, and was only recently 
translated into English for the first time.Everyone who wants to prevent future Holocausts must read this book!After 
you finish reading it, think about what you could do today to help someone else retain or gain their freedom and safety 
from injustice.Be prepared to save yourself . . . when all else fails! Saving someone else today increases your allies for 
tomorrow!

KurzbeschreibungThe Nazis came late to Hungary because, until early 1944, Germany and Hungary were allies. But 
when they did arrive, their orders were to put the Final Solution into effect with deliberate speed. Soros, a Jewish 
lawyer in Budapest, secured fake Christian identities for himself, his wife, and his two sons following the German 
invasion of Hungary on March 19, 1944. In a narrative reminiscent of the great Primo Levi, Soros recounts his 
experiences with a beguiling humor, deep humanity, and a wisdom that is humbling. Superbly translated by Humphrey 
Tonkin, Masquerade is a unique account of how one man managed not only to survive but to retain his integrity, 
compassion, family unity, and humor by dancing around death. Like Klemperers Diary of the Nazi Years, this very 



personal, low-key testament of the Holocaust is a gripping depiction of normal daily life under the Nazistold by a man 
who triumphed by leading an ordinary life under extraordinary and terrifying circumstances. 


