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Einsatzgruppen and the Invention of the Holocaust: 

KurzbeschreibungIn Masters of Death,Pulitzer Prize-winning author Rhodes gives full weight, for the first time, to the 
Einsatzgruppens role in the Holocaust. These special task forces, organized by Heinrich Himmler to follow the 
German army as it advanced into eastern Poland and Russia, were the agents of the first phase of the Final Solution. 
They murdered more than 1.5 million men, women, and children between 1941 and 1943, often by shooting them into 
killing pits, as at Babi Yar. These massive crimes have been generally overlooked or underestimated by Holocaust 
historians, who have focused on the gas chambers. In this painstaking account, Pulitzer Prize-winning author Richard 
Rhodes profiles the eastern campaigns architects as well as its ordinary soldiers and policemen, and helps us 
understand how such men were conditioned to carry out mass murder. Marshaling a vast array of documents and the 
testimony of perpetrators and survivors, this book is an essential contribution to our understanding of the Holocaust 
and World War II..deMasters of Death is Richard Rhodes's chronological account of the Third Reich's Einsatzgruppen 
(a hand-picked task force) and its death work--the executions of 1.5 million people, Jews and non-Jews--in Russia and 
Eastern Europe from 1941 through 1943. Rhodes sees these operations (the victims were, almost exclusively, shot) as 
a ghastly prelude to the subsequent (and much more written-about) horrors of the death camps. In chilling--and 
occasionally excessive--detail, Rhodes describes the killings and the reasons behind the Reich's cautious, rather than 
precipitous, escalation of the same: the military's "concern for German and world opinion"; the need to improve 
methodology; and finally, the need to "condition" the troops, thereby avoiding "disabling trauma." Rhodes makes good 
use of firsthand accounts and outlines the effects the larger war (Pearl Harbor; the failure to defeat Britain) had on 
Hitler's attempted obliteration of European Jewry. His chapters on the nature of evil seem hurried and not particularly 
fresh. --H. O'Billovich.comMasters of Death is Richard Rhodes's chronological account of the Third Reich's 
Einsatzgruppen (a hand-picked task force) and its death work--the executions of 1.5 million people, Jews and non-
Jews--in Russia and Eastern Europe from 1941 through 1943. Rhodes sees these operations (the victims were, almost 
exclusively, shot) as a ghastly prelude to the subsequent (and much more written-about) horrors of the death camps. In 
chilling--and occasionally excessive--detail, Rhodes describes the killings and the reasons behind the Reich's cautious, 
rather than precipitous, escalation of the same: the military's "concern for German and world opinion"; the need to 
improve methodology; and finally, the need to "condition" the troops, thereby avoiding "disabling trauma." Rhodes 
makes good use of firsthand accounts and outlines the effects the larger war (Pearl Harbor; the failure to defeat 
Britain) had on Hitler's attempted obliteration of European Jewry. His chapters on the nature of evil seem hurried and 
not particularly fresh. --H. O'Billovich 


