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Von Mark Adams: Meet Mein Atlantis: My Obsessive Quest to Find the Sunken City before purchasing it in
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Meet Me in Atlantis: My Obsessive Quest to
Find the Sunken City:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionenl von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich.
Masterpiece of a serious reality treasure hunt for AtlantisVon Thorwald FrankeMasterpiece of a serious reality
treasure hunt for AtlantisContrary to what most people think, it is not obvious that Atlantis was an invention by Plato.
So, Mark Adams did the right thing and just started reading and travelling through world and history, hunting for
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clues, for possible Atlantis locations and for professional aswell as amateur experts who could bring him closer to the
truth. Since Mark Adams is open-minded and unprejudiced on the one hand side and on the other hand side armed
with a very reasonable skepticism and -- above al -- with a good sense of humour, this book turns out to be an
enjoyable and interesting trip. It reads almost like Dan Brown's Robert Langdon hunting for the secrets of history --
only thistime, it isreal: The clues are real, the possible locations are real, the informants are real, maybe even Atlantis
turns out to be real ?The number of experts and amateurs on Atlantis, Plato, Pythagoras, mathematics, oceanography,
vulcanology, history, archaeology, mythology, geophysics, and many other disciplinesis enormous. Every time you
think, that it would be nice if Mark Adams followed atrack and visited a certain expert on a certain topic, he really
follows thistrack in the very next chapter! Thisisareal search, no journalistic fake. We have to be very thankful to
Mark Adams that he did this extensive journey acting on behalf of all of uswho are interested in the opinions of al
these experts.Having obviously read alot, and then talking to all these skeptics and searchers, Mark Adams piles up a
huge amount of knowledge about Atlantis and possible interpretations, so that even | could still learn something here.
But what is more, we also get to know the personalities of all these experts and amateurs, their motivations, their
characters and their flaws. Mark Adamsis a very good observer and able to ask the right questionsin the right
moment, and his interviews sometimes turn out to be excellent art pieces of literature as well as of psychology, and
show agood sense of humour. Thisis surely "the" book of our generation of Atlantis research and thus also a
historically valuable work! Only in the very last chapter the limits of Mark Adams become clear. He piled up alot of
valuable information about Atlantis, yet he did not think deeply into the topic. In aliberating jump into asimplistic
solution, he falls for the idea that since the cosmology in Timaeusis full of Pythagorean numbers, the numbersin the
Atlantis account have to be Pythagorean, too. No one could ever show this convincingly, there are no such regularities,
beginning with "one, two, three" at the beginning, where -- obviously -- "four" is missing to the full Tetractys. Besides
the fact, that all Pythagorean numbers in the cosmology are not meant to be symbolic, but real, which would be the
only valid assumption for Pythagorean numbersin case of Atlantis, t00.So, Mark Adams simply declares all numbers
in the Atlantis account to be invented by Plato, as well as the perfect concentric ring structure, and in an act of
ludicrous desperation, Mark Adams thinks that all the characteristic features defining Atlantis could be found
everywhere and thus are not of any importance. Mark Adams even has bought the idea that the Greek word "nesos"
(island) simply could mean anything. On the basis of thisiconoclastic approach, Mark Adams declares Atlantisto be a
fictional story, with only asmall kernel of truth which bears no importance. It does not matter any more, if this kernel
isreal or invented. This historical kernel clearly does not deserve the name "Atlantis’. Mark Adams's hypothesisis
basically an invention hypothesis. The reason for thisfailureis easy to see: Mark Adams's competence is overstrained,
he has no clear idea how Plato constructed his so-called "Platonic Myths'. Instead of a desperate iconoclasm he better
had tried with historical criticism, which he himself reports to be mentioned (under another name) by Juan Villarias-
Robles (p. 77 f.). He should have also better considered the words of K. T. Frost: " The whole description of the
Athenian state in these dialogues seems much more fictitious than that of Atlantisitself." (p. 196) And he should have
better not fallen into the traps of catastrophism, mythology, Neoplatonic symbolism and Pythagorean number games.
With his simplistic solution, Mark Adams could also declare Egypt to be a mostly fictitious invention by Herodotus
with only asmall and unimportant historical kernel located in -- for example -- India.Y et, we have to be fair: For a
journalist and writer who did not work on the topic for decades, it is an achievement to have a clearly voiced opinion
on Atlantis; most journalists like to hide behind nebulous statements, or declare Atlantis simply to be afull invention.
Even more important than its end is Mark Adams's book itself: Having read so much, having travelled through all
these locations, and having interviewed al these personsis quite afeat and a valuable present to all interested in
Plato's Atlantis. This book is surely one of the best recommendationsto all who want to get a glimpse into Atlantis
research -- with the everlasting caveat: Y ou should read more than one book about Atlantis.(c) 2015 Thorwald C.
Franke]...]We have to correct some minor mistakes:pp. 13 f. Contrary to what most people think, there was no rivalry
and no fundamental opposition between Plato and Aristotle. Only certain disagreements.p. 20 "inscribed in Egyptian
temples': Not true. Plato talks only of texts which can be "taken at hand" (Timaeus 244), i.e. papyri. There could have
been inscriptions, too, but Plato does not talk of them.pp. 86 ff. "the Nazis': Not true. Only certain National Socialists
were interested in Atlantis, among them Heinrich Himmler, but Atlantis was never part of the general NS ideology.
Adolf Hitler even mocked Atlantis searchers, and the tape records heavy laughter in the NS party audience.p. 172
Plato favoured the military state Sparta: Not true even in a double sense. Before Plato changed his mind on politicsin
the Laws, he favoured a"closed" society in the Republic. After Plato changed his mind in the Laws, he favoured a
more "open" society, and liked the Spartan principle of a constitutional "balance of power".p. 182 "Thorwald Franke
believes Sicily was the original inspiration for Atlantis’. Not exactly true, if strictly speaking. Thorwald Frankeis
convinced that Sicily really was Atlantis, and heis still elaborating thisidea.p. 195 Papamarinopoulos: "In the
Republic Plato presents an imaginary Athens'. Not true, the imaginary state in the Republic is not related to Athens.p.
215 Elizabeth Wayland Barber: Information can be passed down "orally and faithfully for up to thousands of years'.
Surely not true, except for very very crude kernels of truth, yet never for detailed stories.p. 277 Plato knew the circular
harbour of Carthage: Not true, this harbour most certainly was built only after Plato's death.Index: At least two



mentions of Aristotle are missing: pp. 174 f., p. 178.

KurzbeschreibungTheNew Y ork Times Bestseller! The author of Turn Right at Machu Picchu travels the globe in
search of the worlds most famous lost city.Adventurous, inquisitive and mirthful, Mark Adams gamely sifts through
the eons of rumor, science, and lore to find a place that, in the end, seems startlingly real indeed.Hampton SidesA few
years ago, Mark Adams made a strange discovery: Far from alien conspiracy theories and other pop culture myths,
everything we know about the legendary lost city of Atlantis comes from the work of one man, the Greek philosopher
Plato. Stranger still: Adams learned thereis an entire global sub-culture of amateur explorers who are still actively and
obsessively searching for this sunken city, based entirely on Platos detailed clues. What Adams didnt realize was that
Atlantisiskind of like avirusand hed been exposed. InMeet Me in Atlantis, Adamsracks up frequent-flier miles
tracking down these Atlantis obsessives, trying to determine why they believe it's possible to find the world's most
famous lost cityand whether any of their theories could prove or disprove its existence. The result is a classic quest
that takes readers to fascinating locations to meet irresistible characters; and a deep, often humorous look at the human
longing to rediscover alost world.PressestimmenThe lively, skeptical but open-minded travel writer Mark
Adams...takes readers along to four plausible sites, without quackery and with a contagious spirit of curiosity,
interviewing scores of experts and fanatics, and painting pictures that will make even the most levelheaded traveler
yearn to repeat his fantastic itinerary. The New Y ork Times Book Infused with humor and pop culture references,
Adams makes what could have been atedious recitation of theoriesinto an exciting adventure.Chicago TribuneAdams
maintains a journalistic skepticism and a buoyant sense of humor, making Atlantis a gripping journey.Entertainment
Weekly"Always entertaining, Meet Me in Atlantis also introduces a significant amount of Platonic philosophy and
devotes generous space to legitimate archaeology like that in Akrotiri. Perhaps the most enjoyable aspect is Adamss
knack for clever descriptions of places and people.The Daily BeastWriting with the same jaunty style as Turn Right at
Machu Picchu, Adams merrily entertains the lost-cities audience.BooklistFew mythic places exert a more powerful
pull on the imagination than Atlantis, and here the fabled lost city has found its perfect chronicler. Adventurous,
inquisitive and mirthful, Mark Adams gamely sifts through the eons of rumor, science, and lore to find a place that, in
the end, seems startlingly real indeedlike a vivid dream surfacing fromthe weird and murky depths of human
consciousness.New Y ork Times bestselling author Hampton SidesT he collision between Adams' youthful zeal and
journalistic sensibilities provide an arresting dichotomy to an absorbing search Fact or fiction, Atlantis, as the author
ably demonstrates, still has the power to enthrall inquiring minds.Kirkus sk urzbeschreibungTheNew Y ork Times
Bestseller! The author of Turn Right at Machu Picchu travel s the globe in search of the worlds most famous lost
city.Adventurous, inquisitive and mirthful, Mark Adams gamely sifts through the eons of rumor, science, and lore to
find aplace that, in the end, seems startlingly real indeed.Hampton SidesA few years ago, Mark Adams made a
strange discovery: Far from alien conspiracy theories and other pop culture myths, everything we know about the
legendary lost city of Atlantis comes from the work of one man, the Greek philosopher Plato. Stranger still: Adams
learned there is an entire global sub-culture of amateur explorers who are still actively and obsessively searching for
this sunken city, based entirely on Platos detailed clues. What Adams didnt realize was that Atlantisiskind of like a
virusand hed been exposed. InMeet Me in Atlantis, Adamsracks up frequent-flier miles tracking down these Atlantis
obsessives, trying to determine why they believe it's possible to find the world's most famous lost cityand whether any
of their theories could prove or disprove its existence. The result is a classic quest that takes readers to fascinating
locations to meet irresistible characters; and a deep, often humorous look at the human longing to rediscover alost
world.



