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Von Robb Peter : Midnight In Sicily (Panther) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and all praised Midnight In Sicily (Panther):

KundenrezensionenHilfrei chste KundenrezensionenO von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. atruely
gripping book, very well-writtenVon Ein Kundel read this book during arecent one week stay in Sicily and was
entranced by it and by the many perspectivesit opened, not only on culture and politicsin Sicily but in Italy as awhole
aswell. 'Midnight in Sicily' contains many interesting sections relating to the Sicilian kitchen, classical art and
important literary works related to Sicily. The most gripping part of the book, however, deals with the eternal question


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B0032ZD0JI

of the Sicilian mafia and its deadly involvement with broader Italian politics. Robb offers a picture of a palitical
system which was (is?) thoroughly corrupt and penetrated by Cosa Nostra. Oneis used to read such things about
present day Russiafor instance, but it's amazing to find out that thingsin Italy are basically not much better. The
astonishing thing is, of course, that Italy is still widely considered a democracy in the West. Thisinitself isan
amazing feat. The central figure in this book is the many times former minister and prime minister Giulio Andreotti.
On the plane out of Sicily, | read in the paper that fifteen years was demanded against Andreotti by the prosecution in
the trial against him which is presently running. If only afraction of what Robb implies about Andreotti is true, those
fifteen years are well-deserved. A truely gripping book. Reading it in Sicily is especially recommended!0 von O
Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Thisbook IS Italy...VVon Ryan LynchNot knowing much before
about Italian culture, history and politics, Peter Robb's wonderful book has made me feel much more enlightened. It
uses asits central subject the Cosa Nostra, the Sicilian Mafia, but it goes so far beyond this. Thisis Robb's journey
into the heart of all things Italian. Not only does he allow amazing insight and understanding into the mafia- afeat in
itself - but he gives his readers knowledge about Mezzogiornio palitics, art, culture, gastronomy, intelligentsia and
more. His subjective overview is dotted with personalities which constantly recur throuhgout the book to haunt you,
characters such as: Guilio Andreatti (former Prime Minister of Italy and member of the Cosa Nostra), Salvatore Riina
(the ruthless boss of the Cosa Nostra), and the late Giovanni Falcone (the miliant Palermitan chief prosecutor who
initiated the mafia maxitrial in the mid-1980s). Such isthe ability of Robb as awriter, he is able to get interviews with
key figuresin this web of intrigue - alot of which is reproduced in the book. He often quotes from writers such as
Lampedusa and Sciascia who, we learn, knew more about Sicily than most. He puts you there, in the heart of Sicily:
from his stuffy boat ride into the port at Palermo at midnight up until hisfinal coffee at midnight in the Sant'Andrea
Piazza. | recommend this book to anyone who is interested in more than a historical account of Italy asit uncoversall
that lies behind its mysterious beauty. Alone, this book is atriumph of the spirit, but to realise that this book was
written by an outsider (an Australian) isto gasp in awe at what is alittle masterpiece. 5 out of 5!0 von 0 Kunden
fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Appalling true story of Italy's government/mafia alliance.Von Marilyn
Ferdinand (mferdinand@hfma.org)Midnight in Sicily is a must-read for anyone--especially any American--who has
been seduced by "The Godfather" into believing that members of the mafia are outlaw heroes who keep their quarrels
among themselves. Peter Robb systematically destroys such notions, and more sensitive readers might not be able to
stomach the appalling bloodbath of mafiosi and innocents alike he carefully documents with near-insider agility.
Equally appalling is the very real toll the mafia has taken on the fabric of Italian society, from the destruction of
historic city centers and ways of life in Palermo and Naples to the undermining of honest government. We are made to
feel very deeply for these losses because Robb makes us intimately acquainted with the food, art, history, and honest,
good people that are variously maligned, shanghaied, and bulldozed for power and profit. Robb even has some
sympathy for the "man of honor" ethos of the traditional and somewhat less destructive mafia, which ultimately led
repentant mafios (pentiti) to take down the central villain of the story, "life senator" Giulio Andreotti. Thisisa
fascinating book, written with passion. | loved it!

KurzbeschreibungA journey into the heart of Sicily, using art, food, history and literature to shed light on southern
Italy's legacy of political corruption and violent crime. The book takes as its starting point the ongoing trial of seven-
times Prime Minister Giulio Andreotti.From Kirkus sIf it's true, as the Sicilian writer Leonardo Sciascia once said, that
Sicily isametaphor for the modern world, then author Robb has plumbed the depths of the world. Midnight in Sicily
isawork from another age and era. Perhaps only in the 18th and 19th centuries would a foreigner have attempted to
write about art, food, history, travel, and the Mafiatogether. But it soon becomes apparent that in the hands of Robb
the landscape of Sicily becomes a metaphor for its history; history isinextricably tied to food; food isinseparable from
art. Again, it takes aforeigner to see Italy and Sicily in clearer terms than the Sicilians and Italians themselves. The
heart of darknessin thistaleis Giulio Andreotti, the most powerful politician in postwar Italy: seven-time prime
minister and once hailed as the greatest political mind since Bismarck. Ironically, Andreotti is a Roman who sold his
soul in Sicily in a Faustian bargain to secure a political power base from which to rule Italy practically undisturbed for
decades. Robb, who has written for the Times Literary Supplement and the London of Books, masterfully recreates
scenes as benevolent as friends enjoying ameal or as diabolical as Andreotti's meeting with the most brutal crime boss
inall of Italy. There are shrewd insights (""Beyond a certain threshold, power erases embarrassment"); telling phrases
(Andreotti, leader of the Christian Democrats, is called a “sacristy rat"); and deep political/historical revelations (such
as Cosa Nostra's permanent aim of eliminating the historic memory built up by those few who've understood that Cosa
Nostra was a state within a state). A barbecue becomes an occasion for alearned excursus on the history of the fork.
This narrative isitself an eclectic and sumptuous meal that- -through no fault of the author's--leaves the diner with a
bitter taste in the mouth. -- Copyright 1998, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.From Library Journal The
Mezzogiorno, or southern half of Italy below Rome, has always been considered exotic, untamed, and vaguely



dangerous. Its people are amix of Mediterranean and North African, with food, culture, and traditions that are
mysterious and exotic to even its close northern compatriots. Robb (The Concept of Race in South Asia, Oxford Univ.,
1997), anative Australian, lived in Italy for more than 14 years and writes an entertaining and richly textured expose
of the place during those times. Having resided mostly in Palermo, he offers firsthand accounts of life there that
include goings-on with the Mafia. He also givesinsight into events of the mid-1990s, when seven-time Italian prime
minister Giulio Andreotti came to trial for corruption and murder; his association with organized crime hasled to a
continuing social and political tumult that has affected even the Vatican. In thisrichly detailed work, one feels the heat
and tastes the canali that the author describes. Robb currently lives again in Melbourne, where he has written for the
London of Books and the Times Literary Supplement. Recommended for Italian study collections.?David Nudo,
"Library Journal" Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.



