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KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Deepest 
of the LiberalsVon Won Joon ChoeWhile lesser liberals such as Hobbes, Locke, and JS Mill are revered, the deepest 
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of the liberals, Montesquieu, wallows in relative obscurity. But THE SPIRIT OF THE LAWS offers the most 
powerful, and most reasonable, version of liberalism. In it the reader will find the fullest articulation of the essential 
liberal project: utilizing passions for public good rather than vainly inveighing against it as the ancients did (cf. Albert 
Hirschman's THE PASSIONS AND THE INTERESTS). Continuing on this route will also reveal that, as Thomas 
Pangle has persuasively argued, it is Montesquieu and not Adam Smith who is the founder of modern capitalism. Yet 
for all that Montesquieu was above the silly universalism or perfectionism of his other liberal compatriots. One can 
only mould peoples and institutions so far and so quickly; that is, one cannot ignore culture altogether. I wish the State 
Department would recognize this wisdom when it deals with China...0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension 
hilfreich. For students of U.S. ConstitutionVon Ein KundeOur founding fathers studied Montesquieu's writings of pure 
democracy and rejected that form of government for our constitution. This book should be read by every student in 
high school,so they might have a comparison to U.S. Constitution vs other forms of ancient gov- ernments. Our 
founders were nothing less than brillant to invent a democratic republic;whereby allowing the citizens to rule, but not 
as a mob. Ron Steele Moab Utah0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. a must read for the world's 
democracy advocatesVon Ein Kundean understanding of Montesquieu is critical for today's emerging democracies, in 
that he was one of the first to recognize the importance of securing the liberty of the governed with the aid of reason, 
such as by constitutional design and by the rule of law. The probelm is that there is a caveat to his theory: democracy 
may not be the best form of government for every country.

KurzbeschreibungThe Spirit of the Laws is, without question, one of the central texts in the history of eighteenth-
century thought, yet there has been no complete, scholarly English-language edition since that of Thomas Nugent, 
published in 1750. This lucid translation renders Montesquieu's problematic text newly accessible to a fresh generation 
of students, helping them to understand quite why Montesquieu was such an important figure in the early 
enlightenment and why The Spirit of the Laws was, for example, such an influence upon those who framed the 
American constitution. Fully annotated, this edition focuses attention upon Montesquieu's use of sources and his text 
as a whole, rather than upon those opening passages towards which critical energies have traditionally been devoted, 
and a select bibliography and chronology are provided for those coming to Montesquieu's work for the first 
time.KurzbeschreibungThe Spirit of the Laws is, without question, one of the central texts in the history of eighteenth-
century thought, yet there has been no complete, scholarly English-language edition since that of Thomas Nugent, 
published in 1750. This lucid translation renders Montesquieu's problematic text newly accessible to a fresh generation 
of students, helping them to understand quite why Montesquieu was such an important figure in the early 
enlightenment and why The Spirit of the Laws was, for example, such an influence upon those who framed the 
American constitution. Fully annotated, this edition focuses attention upon Montesquieu's use of sources and his text 
as a whole, rather than upon those opening passages towards which critical energies have traditionally been devoted, 
and a select bibliography and chronology are provided for those coming to Montesquieu's work for the first 
time.Synopsis The Spirit of the Laws is, without question, one of the central texts in the history of eighteenth-century 
thought, yet there has been no complete, scholarly English-language edition since that of Thomas Nugent, published in 
1750. This lucid translation renders Montesquieu's problematic text newly accessible to a fresh generation of students, 
helping them to understand quite why Montesquieu was such an important figure in the early enlightenment and why 
The Spirit of the Laws was, for example, such an influence upon those who framed the American constitution. Fully 
annotated, this edition should focus attention upon Montesquieu's use of sources and his text as a whole, rather than 
upon those opening passages towards which critical energies have traditionally been devoted, and a select bibliography 
and chronology are provided for those coming to Montesquieu's work for the first time. 


