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Von John Evangelist Walsh : Moonlight: Abraham Lincoln and the Almanac Trial  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Moonlight: Abraham Lincoln and the Almanac 
Trial: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Lincoln's defense...and his ethicsVon David G. UmbaughJust as Lincoln was about to take on Douglas in a race for 
Senate, he received a desperate death-bed request that he defend the son of a friend, a friend from many years ago. The 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00V39P8RC


son was charged with murder; Lincoln's sense of loyalty caused him to accept the task without fee. Lincoln's success 
as a criminal (as distinguished from civil) attorney was spotty, and, worse, the eye-witness accounts of the murder 
clearly supported guilt. Indeed, the co-defendant had been handily convicted by the same evidence facing Lincoln. 
Walsh's short, readable account of the trial is immediately engaging. Apparently he has unearthed detail of the trial 
never before published. The reader comes away with a clear sense of Lincoln's uniquely pursuasive skills before a 
jury, and his use of the tactics of surprise, and emotion, to win a case. Walsh also raises the possibility that Lincoln 
crossed an ethical line, and may have permitted perjury, by allowing a witness to tesify falsely. That suggestion does 
not ring true to me. The witness apparantly implied privately to Abe that he knew more than what Lincoln wished him 
to testify to. However, Lincoln closed off the conversation and limited the discussion,and the subsequent 
testimony,only to a limited detail (whether the witness owned the sling-shot weapon and what happenned to it) and left 
unmentioned his apparant eye-witness account. That tactic is, as I understand it, proper and ethical...and is to be 
distinguished from permitting false testimony. This is a good read...for those who care about Lincoln's trial skills, for 
those who are intrigued by the process of historical research (the appendix is quite thorough), and for those who 
simply like a straight-forward courtroom drama. The ethical issues raised by Walsh are a bit of a stretch...but 
interesting to contemplate.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Moonlight - Abraham Lincoln and 
the Almanac TrialVon Ein KundeIf John Walsh had set out to write historical fiction he would have been most 
successful. Mr. Walsh narration of the trial in the third chapter is superb and most believable. However, as Mr. Walsh 
repeatedly points out himself, few other historians agree with him. According to Mr. Walsh, all other Lincoln scholars 
are either wrong or have been too lazy to gather the evidence that he has. What is more likely is that they refrain from 
the same wild conjecture that is put forth in Moonlight.Moonlight is a worthwhile read on a topic of Lincolnia that is 
obscure indeed. Read it, but read is with a skeptical mind.

KurzbeschreibungOn August 29, 1857, in the light of a three-quarter moon, James Metzger was savagely beaten by 
two assailants in a grove not far from his home. Two days later he died and his assailants, James Norris and William 
Armstrong, were arrested and charged with his murder. Norris was tried and convicted first. As William "Duff" 
Armstrong waited for his trial, his own father died. James Armstrong's deathbed wish was that Duff's mother, Hannah, 
engage the best lawyer possible to defend Duff. The best person Hannah could think of was a friend, a young lawyer 
from Springfield by the name of Abraham Lincoln. Lincoln took the case and with that begins one of the oddest 
journeys Lincoln took on his trek towards immortality. What really happened? How much did the moon reveal? What 
did Lincoln really know? Walsh makes a strong case for viewing Honest Abe in a different light in this tale of murder 
and moonlight.Moonlight is a 2001 Edgar Award Nominee for Best Fact Crime.Pressestimmen" A fascinating study of 
an intriguing case." -- "Kirkus s" " It is closely argued, painstakingly documented and nicely written. A slim volume, it 
nevertheless packs a lot of intriguing information..." -- Arkansas Democrat-Gazette " Although absolute proof is 
elusive after the dust of more than 140 years, Walsh's book is still fascinating reading since it proves that history is 
never as cut and dried as we might think and that all of our greatest heroes - such as Lincoln - were human and not 
without flaws." -- "Arizona Daily Star"0;A fascinating study of an intriguing case.1; 2;"Kirkus s" 0;It is closely 
argued, painstakingly documented and nicely written. A slim volume, it nevertheless packs a lot of intriguing 
information...1; 2;Arkansas Democrat-Gazette 0;Although absolute proof is elusive after the dust of more than 140 
years, Walsh's book is still fascinating reading since it proves that history is never as cut and dried as we might think 
and that all of our greatest heroes - such as Lincoln - were human and not without flaws.1; 2;"Arizona Daily Star"A 
fascinating study of an intriguing case. "Kirkus s" It is closely argued, painstakingly documented and nicely written. A 
slim volume, it nevertheless packs a lot of intriguing information... Arkansas Democrat-Gazette Although absolute 
proof is elusive after the dust of more than 140 years, Walsh's book is still fascinating reading since it proves that 
history is never as cut and dried as we might think and that all of our greatest heroes - such as Lincoln - were human 
and not without flaws. "Arizona Daily Star""A fascinating study of an intriguing case." --"Kirkus s" "It is closely 
argued, painstakingly documented and nicely written. A slim volume, it nevertheless packs a lot of intriguing 
information..." --Arkansas Democrat-Gazette "Although absolute proof is elusive after the dust of more than 140 
years, Walsh's book is still fascinating reading since it proves that history is never as cut and dried as we might think 
and that all of our greatest heroes - such as Lincoln - were human and not without flaws." --"Arizona Daily Star" A 
fascinating study of an intriguing case. "Kirkus s" It is closely argued, painstakingly documented and nicely written. A 
slim volume, it nevertheless packs a lot of intriguing information... "Arkansas Democrat-Gazette" Although absolute 
proof is elusive after the dust of more than 140 years, Walsh's book is still fascinating reading since it proves that 
history is never as cut and dried as we might think and that all of our greatest heroes - such as Lincoln - were human 
and not without flaws. "Arizona Daily Star"""A fascinating study of an intriguing case." --Kirkus s"It is closely 
argued, painstakingly documented and nicely written. A slim volume, it nevertheless packs a lot of intriguing 
information..." --Arkansas Democrat-Gazette"Although absolute proof is elusive after the dust of more than 140 years, 



Walsh's book is still fascinating reading since it proves that history is never as cut and dried as we might think and that 
all of our greatest heroes - such as Lincoln - were human and not without flaws." --Arizona Daily 
StarKurzbeschreibungOn August 29, 1857, in the light of a three-quarter moon, James Metzger was savagely beaten 
by two assailants in a grove not far from his home. Two days later he died and his assailants, James Norris and 
William Armstrong, were arrested and charged with his murder. Norris was tried and convicted first. As William 
"Duff" Armstrong waited for his trial, his own father died. James Armstrong's deathbed wish was that Duff's mother, 
Hannah, engage the best lawyer possible to defend Duff. The best person Hannah could think of was a friend, a young 
lawyer from Springfield by the name of Abraham Lincoln. Lincoln took the case and with that begins one of the 
oddest journeys Lincoln took on his trek towards immortality. What really happened? How much did the moon reveal? 
What did Lincoln really know? Walsh makes a strong case for viewing Honest Abe in a different light in this tale of 
murder and moonlight.Moonlight is a 2001 Edgar Award Nominee for Best Fact Crime. 


