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KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen5 von 5 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Colonialism CondemnedVon Tonstant WeaderAdam Hochschild has written a riveting, meticulously footnoted history 
of the Belgian Congo and the evil perpetrated by the colonial power on the people who lived there.While I appreciate 
the particular nature of King Leopold's colony (it was owned by the individual King Leopold,not by the country of 
Belgium) This certainly made its rule more arbitrary and less likely to be reined in by common sense and general 
humanity.However, the book failed to make its case that the system itself created the environment where atrocity was 
not only possible, but likely. He tried, but reading through the reviews here, it's clear he didn't communicate that well 
enough.As an antidote to the "Bad Belgian" impression some readers may get despite Hochschild's effort to show it 
was the system of colonialism itself that made it possible. The atrocities didn't occur simply because Leopold was evil 
(no matter how evil he was) but because the system itself by putting one people over another, creates the necessary 
structure for mass murder, slavery and genocide.Another reviewer mentioned Exterminate All the Brutes. If you are 
interested in this history, you should read that as well. It's a small gem of a book that shows that the dehumanization of 
colonialism was widespread and not just practiced by the Belgians.5 von 5 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension 
hilfreich. A disappointing treatment of an epic themeVon Donal A. O'NeillLeopold II's acquisition and ruthless 
exploitation of the Congo as a personal fief was an undertaking that was simultaneously epic and squalid. Untold 
hundreds of thousands of Africans - perhaps even millions, the statistics are uncertain - died under conditions of the 
most appalling suffering to satisfy this egomaniac's greed. Worse still, the whole callous process, which descended at 
times into orgiastic sadism, was aided and abetted by a range of administrators, business interests and even 
missionaries. Leopold dominates the narrative, a malign, hypocritical and wealth-obsessed spider at the centre of a 
vast web of his own making, busy until the last in creating schemes of breath-taking ambition and of true, 
unadulterated evil, never visiting the lands he made a hell, never glimpsing the wretches whose lives he ruined. 
Villains outnumber the heroes in the story by a substantial margin, and the efforts of the magnificent trio of E.D. 
Morel, Roger Casement and the shipping magnate John Holt to expose the scandal and end the abuses were rewarded 
with only qualified success. This book covers the basic facts of the story, often in a somewhat sketchy manner, and 
one longs repeatedly for more detail and for imposition of a firmer chronological sequence on the events described. 
The writing lacks a real sense and feel for Africa, its landscapes and its peoples, and indeed Thomas Packenham's 
treatment of the same topic in his "The Scramble for Africa", though more summary, is considerably more convincing 
and rewarding. An interesting footnote is that when Irish forces went to the Congo in 1960 as part of the UN response 
to the secession of Katanga, they did so as "The Casement Brigade" and the airbase near Dublin they flew out from 
has been known thereafter as the "Casement Airfield". One feels that the old champion of Congolese rights and of 
Irish independence would have approved fully.9 von 10 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. One doesn't 
know whether to laugh or cry.Von Ein KundeOne doesn't know whether to laugh or cry--both when reading the book 
itself and when reading some of the reviews posted here.On the one hand it's good to see that Hochschild's excellent 
work of popular history has generated some justifiable outrage. On the other hand it's sad that so many had learned so 
little about these atrocities before encountering the book--a sad commentary on America's politically correct schools. 
(Be advised that by "politically correct" I mean "slanted in favor of conservatism, racism, etc.")Occasional signs of 
how much racism and moral relativism remains are found in some of the angrier negative reviews above (another 
indication of the great value of Hochschild's work). Apparently unable to refute Hochschild's main thesis, one 
reviewer carps about details such as the photographs, then launches into an argument that is every bit as morally 
bankrupt as the old saw about how Hitler was good because he made the trains run on time:"Does the author has 
realized that leprosy, sleeping disease, endemic wars between tribes have created more havoc in Congo before and 
during the time that king Leopold was sending Stanley to follow the Congo valley?"Of course, there were wars in 
Germany before the rise of the Third Reich, and in Russia before the October Revolution. Are we therefore to excuse 
Hitler and Stalin? This book's negative reviews have deepened my own experience of the book by reminding me that 
the sources of the evils Hochschild describes are still lurking among us.

KurzbeschreibungIn this brilliant new work of history, Adam Hochschild follows a group of characters connected by 
blood ties, close friendships or personal enmities and shows how the war exposed the divisions between them. They 
include the brother and sister whose views on the war could not have been more diametrically opposed he a career 
soldier, she a committed pacifist; the politician whose job was to send young men who refused conscription to prison, 
yet whose godson was one of those young men and the suffragette sisters, one of whom passionately supported the war 
and one of whom was equally passionately opposed to it. Through these divided families, Hochschild paints a vivid 
picture of Britain poised between the optimism of the Victorian era and the era of Auschwitz and the Gulag a divided 
country, fractured by the seismic upheaval of the Great War and its aftermath.PressestimmenKing Leopold's Ghost: a 
Story of Greed, Terror and Heroism in Colonial Africa was a finalist for the 1998 National Book Critics Circle Award. 
It also won a J. Anthony Lukas award in the United States, and the Duff Cooper Prize in England. His books have 



been translated into twelve languages and four of them have been named Notable Books of the Year by The New York 
Times Book . His Bury the Chains: Prophets and Rebels in the Fight to Free an Empires Slaves, was a finalist for the 
2005 National Book Award in Nonfiction and won the Los Angeles Times Book Prize for History. His last two books 
have also each won Canadas Lionel Gelber Prize for the best book on international affairs and the Gold Medal of the 
California Book Awards. In 2005, he received a Lannan Literary Award for Nonfiction. 


