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Von David Woalff, Nicholas V. Riasanovsky : To the Harbin Station: The Liberal Alternativein Russian

Manchuria, 1898-1914 before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all
praised To the Harbin Station: The Liberal Alternative in Russian Manchuria, 1898-1914:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste KundenrezensionenO von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich.
Fascinating research into a convergence of forcesvVon Ein KundeThis book provokes a tremendous amount of thought.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B0069YNXG4

A broad and powerful array of forces - political, social, cultural, and commercial - converged at the start of the century
in this uncharted bit of Manchuriato make for a great |aboratory experiment. The author describes brillantly the under-
emphasized successes of Harbin and the Chinese Eastern Railway, which are a triumph of cooperation, tolerance,
vision, and simple good sense. Much isto be learned in terms of strategy and negotiation from Russian finance
minister Witte, who, with careful patience, offered mutual benefit rather than threat to potential adversaries from other
nations, ethnicities, cultures, and factions of his own government. These themes are of the greatest relevance today,
with diversity at the forefront and corporations increasing still further their influence away from home borders.The
author has researched his subject comprehensively, exploiting fully his outstanding combination of academic and
linguistic skills.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. i wanted to write it!'Von raffaellal red this
book for avery simple reason: the research i'm working at is just about Harbin, its uniqueness as the only russian city
outside russia and the cultural atmosphere it enjoyed during the 1920's. | found Wolff's work very useful, a miracle of
different sources, but i keep asking to myself: why such an amazing experiment in history as my Harbin was not
studied until now? Anyway, good job..i wish i had written it myself!0 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension
hilfreich. Wonderful! 1 am a happy shnick(sp?) once again! Superb!Von Ein Kundel didn't really read the book, but |
used to stay after school in 3rd grade and draw cartoons with Wolff. His cartoons were wonderful, so | have no doubt
his insights and analyses of Harbin and the Chinese Eastern Railway are every hit as good.

Kurzbeschreibungln 1898, near the projected intersection of the Chinese Eastern Railroad (the last leg of the Trans-
Siberian) and Chinas Sungari River, Russian engineers founded the city of Harbin. Between the survey of the site and
the profound dislocations of the 1917 revolution, Harbin grew into a bustling multiethnic urban center with over
100,000 inhabitants. In this area of great natural wealth, Russian, Chinese, Japanese, Korean, and American ambitions
competed and converged, and sometimes precipitated vicious hostilities.Drawing on the archives, both central and
local, of seven countries, this history of Harbin presents multiple perspectives on Imperial Russias only colony. The
Russian authorities at Harbin and their superiorsin St. Petersburg intentionally created an urban environment that was
tolerant not only toward their Chinese host, but also toward different kinds of Russians. For example, in no other city
of the Russian Empire were Jews and Poles, who were numerous in Harbin, encouraged to participate in municipal
government. The book reveals how thisliberal Russian policy changed the face and fate of Harbin.As the history of
Harbin unfolds, the narrative covers awide range of historiographic concerns from several national histories. These
include: the role of the Russian finance minister Witte, the building of the Trans-Siberian Railroad, the origins of
Stolypins reforms, the development of Siberia and the Russian Far East, the 1905 Revolution, the use of ethnicity asa
tool of empire, civil-military conflict, strategic area studies, Chinese nationalism, the Japanese decision for war against
the Russians, Korean nationalism in exile, and the rise of the soybean as an international commodity. In all these
concerns, Harbin was a vibrant source of creative, unorthodox policy and turbulent economic and political
claims.Pressestimmen-This outstanding work, the first scholarly history of the formative years of the city of Harbin, is
much more than urban or regional history. It responds to a need to understand...a unique experience, where local,
national, and world cultures, economies, and politics intersected.---Thomas Lahusen, Duke
UniversityKurzbeschreibungln 1898, near the projected intersection of the Chinese Eastern Railroad (the last leg of the
Trans-Siberian) and Chinas Sungari River, Russian engineers founded the city of Harbin. Between the survey of the
site and the profound dislocations of the 1917 revolution, Harbin grew into a bustling multiethnic urban center with
over 100,000 inhabitants. In this area of great natural wealth, Russian, Chinese, Japanese, Korean, and American
ambitions competed and converged, and sometimes precipitated vicious hostilities.Drawing on the archives, both
central and local, of seven countries, this history of Harbin presents multiple perspectives on Imperial Russias only
colony. The Russian authorities at Harbin and their superiorsin St. Petersburg intentionally created an urban
environment that was tolerant not only toward their Chinese host, but also toward different kinds of Russians. For
example, in no other city of the Russian Empire were Jews and Poles, who were numerous in Harbin, encouraged to
participate in municipal government. The book reveals how this liberal Russian policy changed the face and fate of
Harbin.As the history of Harbin unfolds, the narrative covers awide range of historiographic concerns from several
national histories. Theseinclude: the role of the Russian finance minister Witte, the building of the Trans-Siberian
Railroad, the origins of Stolypins reforms, the development of Siberia and the Russian Far East, the 1905 Revolution,
the use of ethnicity asatool of empire, civil-military conflict, strategic area studies, Chinese nationalism, the Japanese
decision for war against the Russians, Korean nationalism in exile, and the rise of the soybean as an international
commodity. In al these concerns, Harbin was a vibrant source of creative, unorthodox policy and turbulent economic
and political claims.



