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Von Gordon C. Rhea: Tothe North AnnaRiver: Grant and Lee, May 13--25, 1864 before purchasing it in order

to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised To the North Anna River: Grant and Lee, May 13--
25, 1864:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich.
Excellent look at Grant and LeeV on Candace ScottRhea delivers again with a taut, well-written appraisal of Grant and
Leegrappling in Virginia. | found this more enjoyable than his earlier two works on the Wilderness and Spotsylvania.
His examination of the resources alloted to Grant and L ee and the decisions each made made was insighful. Though


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00CYRWRZS

Rhea sometimes appearsto tilt his hat in favor of Robert E. Lee, the biasis minimal at best and never detracts from the
flow of the narrative. For anyone interested in the Virginia campaign of '64, thisis amust read.0 von 0 Kunden fanden
die folgende Rezension hilfreich. To The North Anna River, Grant and Lee May 13-25, 1864V on E. E PofahlGordon
C. Rhea's account of the Civil War in Northern Virginia covering the period after the Wilderness Battle through the
fighting south of the North Anna River in late May 1864 is well written. During this period, Lee and Grant took
measure of each other. Grant had only experienced Confederate generals in the West and probably had limited respect
for Lee's generalship. The general officers of the Army of the Potomac, having fought Lee since June 1862, had few
reservations regarding Lee's ability prompting Grant to remark to his staff on May 6 to "Think what we are going to do
ourselves, instead of what Lee isgoing to do." Lee lacked direct experience with Grant but there is no indication that
he questioned Grant's ability. Lee's problem was he didn't know how Grant thinks, reacts, etc. In many respects this
book is an account of how Grant and L ee got to know each others abilities.Chapter 11 details Sheridan' raid threatening
Richmond . Grant and Sheridan took great pleasure in the defeat of J.E.B. Stuart. Sheridan had defeated his cavalry
and killed Stuart. However, the Confederate Cavalry Sheridan defeated in May 1864 was not the same splendid
cavalry that J.E.B. Stuart had led on his June 12-15, 1862 ride around McClellan.. By May 1864 Stuart's mounts were
tired, worn out and hungry with no replacements. His cavalrymen were also tired, hungry and replacements were at
best limited. Perhaps stung by Lincoln's remark "Who ever saw a dead cavalryman?' Sheridan seemsto have had a
personal vendetta against Stuart. As Rhea notes serious criticism can be leveled against Sheridan's campaign as it
deprived Grant of badly needed scouting thus "severely handicapped Grant in his battles against Lee." Grant should
have learned this lesson in the Wilderness when critical union cavalry scouting was also absent. The major
battles/engagements from Spotsylvania Court House to the North Anna River are narrated. However, this book is
primarily adiscussion of commands with emphasis on Grant and his subordinates. Failure to react to promising
situations are documented for both Lee and Grant with both failing to capitalize on significant opportunities. Referring
to Lee the author noted that "His performance was a masterpiece of defensive fighting . ."; however Rhea notes several
cases where Lee missed a significant opportunity and/or incorrectly judged Grants intended course of action.The
author notes an interesting situation regarding the frequent remoteness of Grant and his commanders from the field
commanders at critical times. Referring to Lee's army moving down Telegraph Road virtually unmolested the author
wrote regarding Grant and Meade "After nightfall they made no attempt to coordinate the movements of their corps
and seemed content to leave decisions in the hands of local commanders. The union army floundered like aforce
without a head for several critical hours."Finally, Rhea stated that this campaign suggests the two generals had
"suprisingly similar military temperaments. Both were aggressive and willing to try unorthodox maneuvers." In
essence both generals came out about equal. Grant's great strength laid in his firm support of the strategy to destroy
Lee'sarmy which was Lincoln's strategy. While Le€'s true strength was his ability to turn unfavorable situations to his
advantage.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Solid military history of alittle-studied
campaignVon Bruce TrinqueGordon Rheas "To the North Anna River: Grant and Lee, May 13-25, 1864" is hislatest
installment in his on-going series of military histories about the great Overland Campaign, following his earlier
volumes on the Wilderness and Spotsylvania battles. "To the North Anna River" differs from the previous two books
in that the focus here is not upon full-scale fighting between massed armies, but instead examines an extended interval
of maneuvers and probes which always fell short of the assaults planned. Mistakes and misperceptions by both armies
abounded, balanced by unfaltering determination and moments of genuine brilliance. This period has in the past
attracted relatively little attention from military historians, probably duein large part to itslack of "big battle" drama.
Y et, the story told by Rheais one full of suspense and tension, as Grant vigorously sought aweak point where he
could finally overwhelm his foe, while Lee scrambled to block each move. Ultimately, it is a story with neither clear-
cut winner or loser. Certainly Lee managed to preserve his army, yet the North Anna portion of the Overland
Campaign ended with an undeterred Grant sending his army even deeper into Virginiato ultimately pin the Army of
Northern Virginiain place, defending Richmond and slowly bleeding to death.Rhea's concentration is upon Grant and
Lee and their chief deputies, the corps commanders, and he provides incisive analyses of the leaders for each step of
the campaign. He thoroughly demolishes the tired old myth that L ee foresaw each of Grant's moves, but bestows
strong acclaim upon the Confederate commanding general for his ability to find away out of every scrape. Grant
receives high marks from Rheafor his unwavering resolve in carrying out his strategic aims, but is sharply faulted for
repeated failure in tactical preparation. Both Lee and Grant, Rhea amply demonstrates, were guilty of errors and
oversights. In the end, the two generals seem to have been unusually well matched. Corps commanders on both sides
receive little praise, with only Hancock in the Army of the Potomac evidencing sufficient judgment and initiative to be
trusted off a short leash.Although each maneuver and clash is described in sufficient detail to understand what
happened, "To the North Anna River" is not primarily concerned with recounting the experiences of individual
soldiers. Edwin Coddington's classic study of Gettysburg was subtitled "A Study in Command" and that is alabel
which could be appropriately applied to Rhea's books. The question of "why" (or "why not") is aways central, not just
"what" and "how"."To the North Anna River" is a strong continuation of an admirable work in progress and | aready
look forward to the next volume in the series which should bring the armies of Grant and Lee to the fields of Cold



Harbor.

KurzbeschreibungWith To the North Anna River, the third book in his outstanding five-book series, Gordon C. Rhea
continues his spectacular narrative of the initial campaign between Ulysses S. Grant and Robert E. Lee in the spring of
1864. May 13 through 25, a phase oddly ignored by historians, was critical in the clash between the Army of the
Potomac and the Army of Northern Virginia. During those thirteen days -- an interlude bracketed by horrific battles
that riveted the public's attention -- a game of guile and endurance between Grant and L ee escalated to a suspenseful
draw on Virginia's North Anna River.From the bloodstained fields of the Mule Shoe to the North Anna River, with
Meadow Bridge, Myers Hill, Harris Farm, Jericho Mills, Ox Ford, and Doswell Farm in between, grueling night
marches, desperate attacks, and thundering cavalry charges became the norm for both Grant's and Lee's men. But the
real story of May 13--25 lay in the two generals' efforts to outfox each other, and Rhea charts their every step and
misstep. Realizing that his bludgeoning tactics at the Bloody Angle were ineffective, Grant resorted to a fast-paced
assault on Lee's vulnerable points. Lee, outhumbered two to one, abandoned the offensive and concentrated on
anticipating Grant's maneuvers and shifting quickly enough to repel them. It was an amazingly equal match of wits
that produced a gripping, high-stakes bout of warfare -- atest, ultimately, of improvisation for Lee and of perseverance
for Grant.Pressestimmen”To the North Anna River superbly fills agap in Grant's campaign to defeat the Army of
Northern Virginia.... This book iswritten with arare verve that conveys all the gripping excitement of the battles and
skirmishes from the Mule Shoe to the North Anna River and is an important contribution to Civil War scholarship.” --
Journal of Southern History"Rhea's styleis at once readable and complex, allowing experienced readers and novices
alike to understand the complexity of the two aggressive and able generals.... To the North Anna River is an excellent
history of one segment of a much longer campaign, with impeccable research leading to some new conclusions.” --
Civil War Book "Rheatackles his subject with verve and gusto. The depth of his research is a benchmark for all future
military histories of thisperiod.” -- Civil War History"Civil War history at its best.... Rheais amasterful writer." --
Fredericksburg Free-Lance Star" The most comprehensive account of the fighting ever written." -- Virginia Magazine
of History and BiographyKurzbeschreibungWith To the North Anna River, the third book in his outstanding five-book
series, Gordon C. Rhea continues his spectacular narrative of theinitial campaign between Ulysses S. Grant and
Robert E. Leein the spring of 1864. May 13 through 25, a phase oddly ignored by historians, was critical in the clash
between the Army of the Potomac and the Army of Northern Virginia. During those thirteen days -- an interlude
bracketed by horrific battles that riveted the public's attention -- a game of guile and endurance between Grant and Lee
escalated to a suspenseful draw on Virginia's North Anna River.From the bloodstained fields of the Mule Shoe to the
North Anna River, with Meadow Bridge, Myers Hill, Harris Farm, Jericho Mills, Ox Ford, and Doswell Farm in
between, grueling night marches, desperate attacks, and thundering cavalry charges became the norm for both Grant's
and Lee's men. But the real story of May 13--25 lay in the two generals efforts to outfox each other, and Rhea charts
their every step and misstep. Realizing that his bludgeoning tactics at the Bloody Angle were ineffective, Grant
resorted to a fast-paced assault on Lee's vulnerable points. Lee, outhumbered two to one, abandoned the offensive and
concentrated on anticipating Grant's maneuvers and shifting quickly enough to repel them. It was an amazingly equal
match of wits that produced a gripping, high-stakes bout of warfare -- atest, ultimately, of improvisation for Lee and
of perseverance for Grant.



