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written overview for budding historiansVon ScottY ou are about to embark on ajourney to many places untouched by
modern man, giving you a glimpse of the past mirrored with stories and brief histories of battles long since silenced by
time. Asyou open this book you will be begin your Civil War trek at Manassas, stopping at the National Battlefield
and it's museum. From there you will work counterclockwise around Virginiaand West Virginia, through one historic
site to the next, stopping sometimes at battlefields, other times at simple out-of-the-way museums or perhaps nothing
more than a few relics ravaged by nature.Each stop is clearly marked on easy-to-read maps accompanied by side notes
or script detailing the historical significance of the stop. My particular favorite is the Harpers Ferry tour where the
author gives an interesting overview of the town along with a brief account of how West Virginia became a state.
Although one could spend days going over the surrounding historical sites the author does not drag you into detail
after detail, but gives you abrief synopsis of what occurred. Coming from someone who has visited this site many
times I've become very familiar with the back-roads and sights to see, and Mr. Johnson does a fine job in taking you
around to many of those same areas. However, this book won't give you the detail you need to understand every site,
but that can be obtained from the Harper's Ferry National Park visitor center, or by taking aranger guided tour of the
town.By using this book the average reader will enjoy his journey into the past with stops along the way at several key
historic areas. Thisis not abook for the well-read historian or atactical study on terrain and warfare, but simply a
good book for those mildly intrigued by the Civil War. It may serve to whet their appetite and further their desire for
more research.If you purchase this book and choose to go forth, your trek will take you to numerous battlefields, both
small and large. It ismy hope that you will leave with a better understanding of what took place during that bloody
struggle we now call the Civil War. So, in finishing your journey you will find yourself as did Lee and the Army of
Northern Virginia, in aquiet little place known as Appomattox Court House. "Thisis aquiet reverent place, the spot
where one country died and another was reborn."

Kurzbeschreibungln the minds of many people, Virginiaisthe Civil War. It is the state most closely associated with
Confederate luminaries Lee, Jackson, Stuart, and Mosby and Union leaders Grant, Sheridan, Burnside, McClellan, and
Pope. But when Virginias general assembly voted the state out of the Union, citizens west of the Shenandoah Valley
voted themselves out of Virginia, creating the Union state of West Virginia. Touring Virginias and West Virginias
Civil War Sites covers all the significant sitesin both states. The 17 tours visit large and small battlefields, historic
houses and buildings, cemeteries, monuments and statues, rivers, and mountains, while sharing the histories behind
each location, some surprising and obscure: When Burning Springs, West Virginia, was targeted in 1863, it was the
first attack in military history in which oil was the military objectiveHad Robert E. Lee been killed or captured at a
crossroads near Orlean, Virginia, in August 1862, the entire history of the war might have been altered Hampton,
Virginia, hasthe only original artifacts from the USS Monitornot to mention aworking model of the ironclad's
underwater flushing toilet. This latest edition includes updated directions, new photographs for each site, and several
new sitesincluding the Museum of the Civil War Soldier in Petersburg, the American Center for the Civil War in
Richmond, and the grave of the designer of the Confederate battle flag, William Porcher Miles, in Union, West
Virginia.Kurzbeschreibungln the minds of many people, Virginiaisthe Civil War. It isthe state most closely
associated with Confederate luminaries Lee, Jackson, Stuart, and Mosby and Union leaders Grant, Sheridan, Burnside,
McClellan, and Pope. But when Virginias general assembly voted the state out of the Union, citizens west of the
Shenandoah Valley voted themselves out of Virginia, creating the Union state of West Virginia. Touring Virginias and
West Virginias Civil War Sites covers al the significant sites in both states. The 17 tours visit large and small
battlefields, historic houses and buildings, cemeteries, monuments and statues, rivers, and mountains, while sharing
the histories behind each location, some surprising and obscure: When Burning Springs, West Virginia, was targeted
in 1863, it was the first attack in military history in which oil was the military objectiveHad Robert E. Lee been killed
or captured at a crossroads near Orlean, Virginia, in August 1862, the entire history of the war might have been altered
Hampton, Virginia, has the only original artifacts from the USS Monitornot to mention aworking model of the
ironclad's underwater flushing toilet. This latest edition includes updated directions, new photographs for each site,
and several new sitesincluding the Museum of the Civil War Soldier in Petersburg, the American Center for the Civil
War in Richmond, and the grave of the designer of the Confederate battle flag, William Porcher Miles, in Union, West
Virginia Autorenkommentar T his book takes you where The War was fought. Touring Virginia's and West Virginia's
Civil War Sitesisabook for traveling and armchair amateur historians that mixes directions to historic places with
stories about the people who made those spots historic. It won't give you the battle details that hardcore historians can
get from detailed history books, but it will tell you how to find those places mentioned in those books. Surprisingly,
many of these spots, particularly those in West Virginia, look much like they did during The War. Every major
battlefield in West Virginiaand al of the spots where Lee spent his first months of the war (Sewell Mountain, Chest
Summit Fort) look just asthey did in 1861. Other places like Y ellow Tavern, where JEB Stuart was shot; the
Chantilly, Va. battlefield where Phil Kearny was killed; Salem Church, where Lee's flank at Chancellorsville was



saved, have ailmost disappeared under development. What | loved about writing the book was finding the amazing
sites such as the beautiful Confederate monument inside Arlington National Cemetery which gives a complete defense
of the Southern cause in bronze; finding the interesting sites such as Burning Springs, W.V. where the world's first
attack on an oil field took place; and the unexpected sites such as what remains of Stonewall Jackson's beloved farm
outside Lexington, Va.



