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Von John D Grainger : Traditional Enemies: Britain's War With Vichy France 1940-42  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Traditional Enemies: Britain's War With 
Vichy France 1940-42: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Ein 
"Nebenkrieg" des Zweiten WeltkriegesVon Ramones 16Im englischen Militrverlag Pen Sword erschien dieses 
interessante Werk zu einer verschmt weggehstelten Auseinandersetzung in den Jahren 1940 - 1942. Und zwar 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00HESTDDG


zwischen den "Alliierten", insbesondere Grobritannien einerseits und Frankreich unter dem sogenannten Vichy-
Regime andererseits.Auf 240 Seiten erfhrt man alles Wissenswerte ber diesen vergessenen Konflikt, begonnen mit der 
Operation Catapult, dem brutalen berfall der Royal Navy auf franzsische Kriegsschiffe im Hafen von Mers el-Kebir in 
Algerien. 1297 franzsische Soldaten kamen dabei ums Leben. Die Kmpfe in Dakar, Madagaskar und insbesondere 
Syrien werden ausfhrlich behandelt, ebenso die kriegerischen Auseinandersetzungen auf den Weltmeeren, sowie 
"Islands and Raids". Besonderes Augenmerk widmet der Autor auch den politischen Vorgngen, recht interessant hier 
der offene Hass zwischen der Vichy-Regierung unter Petain und den "Freifranzosen" unter De Gaulle.Das Buch endet 
mit der Operation "Torch", nach welcher die Freifranzosen endgltig die Oberhand gewannen, whrend Hitler als 
Reaktion in das bisher unbesetzte Sdfrankreich einmarschieren lie.Der Schreibstil ist allerdings manchmal gar zu 
trocken, das kostet einen Stern. Doch da es sonst kaum Lektre zu dieser unbekannten Auseinandersetzung gibt und die 
Kindleausgabe auch preislich interessant ist, gebe ich gerne vier Sterne.

KurzbeschreibungAfter the surrender of the French government in May 1940, the British were concerned that the 
resources of the French Empire, and particularly the powerful French fleet, would be put at the disposal of the 
Germans. The British, dependent upon their naval power and the resources of the Empire and Commonwealth to 
continue the war, sought to neutralize the threat of the French fleet and saw an opportunity to gobble up certain French 
colonies for themselves. Thus, even while Britain was locked in a deadly struggle with Nazi Germany, she continued 
the centuries-old imperial rivalry with her nearest neighbor and recent allies. The British attack on the French 
Mediterranean fleet at Mers el Kebir is well known, but less often remembered are the British operations against 
Vichy forces in West Africa, Syria and Madagascar. As the latent threat of the French fleet was the chief source of 
British concern, the conflict was largely a naval one, but there were substantial land operations in Syria and 
Madagascar. In Syria and Lebanon, Operation Exporter pitted 20,000 British, Indian, Australian and Free French 
troops against 35,000 Vichy French who fought with much greater skill and determination than expected. Operation 
Ironclad, the invasion of Madagascar, saw three brigades of infantry, supported by light tanks, make the first large 
scale British amphibious assault since the ill-fated Gallipoli landings in WWI. John D Grainger narrates and analyses 
all the British operations, by land, sea and air, against the French up to the Anglo-American Torch landings in North 
Africa. He reveals the initial reluctance of the British forces to really get stuck into their erstwhile allies and the 
reverses that resulted from underestimating the will of the Vichy French to fight. The complicating factor of De 
Gaulle's Free French is another major theme. Above all, what emerges is that these are fascinating campaigns in their 
own right that have been unduly neglected.KurzbeschreibungAfter the surrender of the French government in May 
1940, the British were concerned that the resources of the French Empire, and particularly the powerful French fleet, 
would be put at the disposal of the Germans. The British, dependent upon their naval power and the resources of the 
Empire and Commonwealth to continue the war, sought to neutralize the threat of the French fleet and saw an 
opportunity to gobble up certain French colonies for themselves. Thus, even while Britain was locked in a deadly 
struggle with Nazi Germany, she continued the centuries-old imperial rivalry with her nearest neighbor and recent 
allies. The British attack on the French Mediterranean fleet at Mers el Kebir is well known, but less often remembered 
are the British operations against Vichy forces in West Africa, Syria and Madagascar. As the latent threat of the 
French fleet was the chief source of British concern, the conflict was largely a naval one, but there were substantial 
land operations in Syria and Madagascar. In Syria and Lebanon, Operation Exporter pitted 20,000 British, Indian, 
Australian and Free French troops against 35,000 Vichy French who fought with much greater skill and determination 
than expected. Operation Ironclad, the invasion of Madagascar, saw three brigades of infantry, supported by light 
tanks, make the first large scale British amphibious assault since the ill-fated Gallipoli landings in WWI. John D 
Grainger narrates and analyses all the British operations, by land, sea and air, against the French up to the Anglo-
American Torch landings in North Africa. He reveals the initial reluctance of the British forces to really get stuck into 
their erstwhile allies and the reverses that resulted from underestimating the will of the Vichy French to fight. The 
complicating factor of De Gaulle's Free French is another major theme. Above all, what emerges is that these are 
fascinating campaigns in their own right that have been unduly neglected.ber den Autor und weitere MitwirkendeJohn 
D Grainger is a former teacher turned professional historian. He has well over two dozen books to his name including 
The Martime Blockade of Germany in the Great War; Dictionary of British Naval Battles and The Battle for Palestine 
1917. This will be his fourth book for Pen Sword. 


