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KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen4 von 4 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Principles of liberty which inspired Tom JeffersonVon Ein KundeJohn Locke enunciated the principles of government 
in a way that marched from the printed page to the stirring paragraphs of the Declaration of Independence (since 
Jefferson was greatly influenced by Locke). Thus anyone who wishes to understand the reasons why humans bind 
themselves into societies, and what the obligations of a people and their government should be to each other, should 
read this book. Peter Laslett provides an excellent edition with an extensive introduction (over 100 pages!) and 
copious notes. Locke is definitely deep reading, but those who are not afraid to ponder the whys and wherefores of 
government will be greatly rewarded3 von 3 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Philosophical 
LandmarkVon eunomiusThis is one of the most important works ever written. In the Second Treatise, Locke lays 
down the theory of natural law and how it relates to the individual as well as to government. Although he was not the 
first or the only writer tp elaborate such a theory, his interpretation is clear and eloquent, as can be seen in its use in the 
Declaration of Independence. The First Treatise was basically a refutation of the now obscure authoritarian work 
"Patriarcha" by Sir Robert Filmer. Although it is an interesting piece, it has long been rightfully overshadowed by its 
partner. If for some reason you are actually seeking a refutation of Filmer, I would refer you to Algernon Sidney's 
more lengthy "Discourses Concerning Government." By far the finest edition of this work is Peter Laslett's, and I 
consider the purchase of any other edition a sorry waste of money. In his lengthy introductory essays, he traces the 
historical,political, and philosophical background of John Locke's life and ideas as well as the actual writing of the 
work itself. His greatest contribution however, is proving that the work was written well before the Glorious 
Revolution of 1688.0 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. a MUST read for every thinking 
being.Von Norman RohrJohn Locke can be seen as the father of the modern democracy. Many of the early 
democracies such as the US and France espoused his principles of individual rights, liberty and toleration.The broad 
scope of Locke's analysis of individual freedom and the foundations of societies is overwhelming. Having lived in 
statist socities for generations, today's reader might wonder about Locke's fight, but this is not a failure by Locke. 
Instead, we should use this conflict in mind to understand how far today's societies have been deviating from 
conventional wisdom and definitions of the word liberty.Some of my favorite learnings from the book:- There can be 
no freedom with granted rights of property.- And all creation is done by free men purposefully working.- Societies are 
created by voluntary reunion of their members.- There is a right to revolution in any society upon prevalence of certain 
conditions.- None of us can be forced into believing. Belief is an involuntary step that only happens over time within 
an individual.- None of us can claim to follow the true way to god. Because only god knows the right way every such 
attempt would possibly wrong. Therefore, everyone shall be his own judge and find his own way.

KurzbeschreibungTwo of Locke's most mature and influential political writings and three brilliant interpretive essays 
have been combined here in one volume. Among the most influential writings in the history of Western political 
thought, John Locke's "Two Treatises of Government" and "A Letter Concerning Toleration" remain vital to political 
debates more than three centuries after they were written. The complete texts are accompanied by interpretive essays 
by three prominent Locke scholars. Ian Shapiro's introduction places Locke's political writings in historical and 
biographical context. John Dunn explores both the intellectual context in which Locke wrote the "Two Treatises of 
Government" and "A Letter Concerning Toleration" and the major interpretive controversies surrounding their 
meaning. Ruth Grant offers a comprehensive discussion of Locke's views on women and the family, and Shapiro 
contributes an essay on the democratic elements of Locke's political theory. Taken together, the texts and essays in this 
volume offer insights into the history of ideas and the enduring influence of Locke's political 
thought.Pressestimmen"The new standard edition of Locke for students of political theory. Dunn, Grant, and Shapiro 
combine authoritative historical scholarship and contemporary political theory to give us Locke for our time."--
Elisabeth H. Ellis, Assistant Professor of Political Science, Texas AM University "In criticisms of 'liberalism' over the 
past two decades, the political philosophy of John Locke has been denigrated as hopelessly old-fashioned, and even 
downright conservative. John Dunn, Ruth Grant, and especially, Ian Shapiro present Locke to us afresh. They recover 
precisely the progressively innovative, and even radically democratic quality of Lockean political thought."--John P. 
McCormick, University of Chicago "An elegant edition of three of Locke's works that have been too infrequently 
published together. The accompanying essays, with their additional secondary source references, and delightful index, 
make it all the more useful for both teaching and research."--Judith A. Swenson, Boston 
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interpretive essays by three prominent Locke scholars. Ian Shapiro's introduction places Locke's political writings in 
historical and biographical context. John Dunn explores both the intellectual context in which Locke wrote the "Two 
Treatises of Government" and "A Letter Concerning Toleration" and the major interpretive controversies surrounding 
their meaning. Ruth Grant offers a comprehensive discussion of Locke's views on women and the family, and Shapiro 
contributes an essay on the democratic elements of Locke's political theory. Taken together, the texts and essays in this 
volume offer insights into the history of ideas and the enduring influence of Locke's political thought. 


