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HochbergProfessor Beck's book presents a sympathetic and detailed account of the hardships suffered by German 
civilians from 1942 to the end of the war three years later. He reports with great specificity on everything from the 
proportion of incendiaries in Allied bomb loads to the percentage of barley in German bread rations. Beck's 
compassion for civilians' suffering and his admiration for their toughness come through clearly on every page, as does 
his contempt for the hypocrisy and self interest of the Nazi elite. All of this is fine, but I was disturbed by the 
narrowness of Beck's vision. The complicity of the German public in the persecution of German Jews is barely 
touched on, and nowhere does Beck acknowledge that German rations, meager as they were, were paid for by the 
starving peoples of Occupied Europe. Perhaps I'm unfairly criticizing Beck for failing to produce a book he never set 
out to write. Still, I can't accept it when Beck talks about the betrayal of the German people as Hitler's greatest crime. 
Beck's compassion is so narrowly focused it becomes a kind of moral blindeness.

Kurzbeschreibung Under the Bombs tells the story of the civilian population of German cities devastated by Allied 
bombing in World War II. These people went to work, tried to keep a home (though in many cases it was just a pile of 
rubble where a house once stood), and attempted to live life as normally as possible amid the chaos of war. Earl Beck 
also looks at the food and fuel rationing the German people endured and the problems of trying to make a public 
complaint while living in a totalitarian state.Pressestimmen"A powerful study." -- American Historical "Challenges the 
contention of Allied commanders that airpower was the ultimate key to victory and that it could have defeated the 
enemy by itself." -- "America""A powerful study." -- "American Historical ""The most vivid account available of what 
it was actually like to live under the bombings." -- "Historian""A tribute to human resilience under extreme stress, 
both in response to the terror from the sky and to the sacrifices the Nazis imposed on their people." -- "History""A 
testament to the traditional stubbornness and strength of the Germans that allowed them to hold on and rebuild the 
country after war's end....Offers a respite from the barrage of books on the Nazis, Hitler, and the Holocaust." -- 
"Kirkus s""An overview of the major bombing raids and their material and human damage....This evocative study 
captures the horror of war for a trapped population." -- "Library Journal""An enlightening, highly readable account of 
life in the war-ravaged Third Reich." -- "Pineville Sun, Berea Citizen, Jackson Times, Beattyville Enterprize""Gives 
some idea of what reaping a whirlwind is like." -- "St. Louis Post-Dispatch""A description of what it was like to live, 
work, suffer, and die in wartime Germany." -- "The Historian""This excellent work provides interesting insights into 
the concept of total war. The results are sobering and, one hopes, never to be endured again. That the Germans 
survived as well as they did is a tribute to the will of the human spirit. In explaining that, the author poses a troubing 
question: 'Could Americans survive this kind of devistation?'" -- "Warbirds""Challenges the contention of Allied 
commanders that airpower was the ultimate key to victory and that it could have defeated the enemy by itself." -- 
America"A powerful study." -- American Historical "The most vivid account available of what it was actually like to 
live under the bombings." -- Historian"A tribute to human resilience under extreme stress, both in response to the 
terror from the sky and to the sacrifices the Nazis imposed on their people." -- History"A testament to the traditional 
stubbornness and strength of the Germans that allowed them to hold on and rebuild the country after war's 
end....Offers a respite from the barrage of books on the Nazis, Hitler, and the Holocaust." -- Kirkus s"An overview of 
the major bombing raids and their material and human damage....This evocative study captures the horror of war for a 
trapped population." -- Library Journal"An enlightening, highly readable account of life in the war-ravaged Third 
Reich." -- Pineville Sun, Berea Citizen, Jackson Times, Beattyville Enterprize"Gives some idea of what reaping a 
whirlwind is like." -- St. Louis Post-Dispatch"A description of what it was like to live, work, suffer, and die in wartime 
Germany." -- The Historian"This excellent work provides interesting insights into the concept of total war. The results 
are sobering and, one hopes, never to be endured again. That the Germans survived as well as they did is a tribute to 
the will of the human spirit. In explaining that, the author poses a troubing question: 'Could Americans survive this 
kind of devistation?'" -- Warbirds-Challenges the contention of Allied commanders that airpower was the ultimate key 
to victory and that it could have defeated the enemy by itself.- -- America-A powerful study.- -- American Historical -
The most vivid account available of what it was actually like to live under the bombings.- -- Historian-A tribute to 
human resilience under extreme stress, both in response to the terror from the sky and to the sacrifices the Nazis 
imposed on their people.- -- History-A testament to the traditional stubbornness and strength of the Germans that 
allowed them to hold on and rebuild the country after war's end....Offers a respite from the barrage of books on the 
Nazis, Hitler, and the Holocaust.- -- Kirkus s-An overview of the major bombing raids and their material and human 
damage....This evocative study captures the horror of war for a trapped population.- -- Library Journal-An 
enlightening, highly readable account of life in the war-ravaged Third Reich.- -- Pineville Sun, Berea Citizen, Jackson 
Times, Beattyville Enterprize-Gives some idea of what reaping a whirlwind is like.- -- St. Louis Post-Dispatch-A 
description of what it was like to live, work, suffer, and die in wartime Germany.- -- The Historian-This excellent 
work provides interesting insights into the concept of total war. The results are sobering and, one hopes, never to be 
endured again. That the Germans survived as well as they did is a tribute to the will of the human spirit. In explaining 



that, the author poses a troubing question: 'Could Americans survive this kind of devistation?'- -- 
WarbirdsKurzbeschreibung Under the Bombs tells the story of the civilian population of German cities devastated by 
Allied bombing in World War II. These people went to work, tried to keep a home (though in many cases it was just a 
pile of rubble where a house once stood), and attempted to live life as normally as possible amid the chaos of war. Earl 
Beck also looks at the food and fuel rationing the German people endured and the problems of trying to make a public 
complaint while living in a totalitarian state. 


