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Von Gregory F Michno : USS Pampanito: Killer Angel  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised USS Pampanito: Killer Angel: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. An 
excellent look at "ordinary" submariners at warVon Bruce TrinqueThere have been many books written about 
individual US Navy submarines during World War Two in the Pacific, but almost invariably they are written from the 
viewpoint of the commander or executive officer. "USS Pampanito: Killer-Angel" is different. This is a book which, 
for the most part, tells the story of a submarine at war through the eyes of her crew, the men who kept her engines 
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running, who scanned the skies for enemy aircraft when surfaced, who strained to load the torpedoes into her tubes 
during convoy attacks.Sparked by the stories told by his late father, a crewman aboard the Pamapanito during her first 
two combat patrols, Greg Michno collected the tales of fifty of the men who served aboard her from her launch in 
1943 till the end of the war. Together with extensive research into official records, Michno has woven these firsthand 
accounts into an absorbing portrait of ordinary men at war. His recounting of a harrowing depth charge attack with the 
Pampanito at a depth of over 600 feet could have come right out of "Das Boot". But the story is more than just combat. 
Day-to-day shipboard life in insanely cramped quarters, jury-rigged repairs upon vital malfunctioning equipment, wild 
RR escapades ashore which could cause as many casualties as a battle at sea, conflicts and comradeship among the 
men and officers ... it is all here in this book.The Pampanito appeared on no one's list of "top" submarines as measured 
by merchant tonnage sunk or major warships sent to the bottom. All too often her successes were more than balanced 
by bad luck or, perhaps, less than stellar leadership. But on one remarkable occasion, the boat rescued 73 Australian 
and British POW's whose ships had been sunk during an attack on a Japanese convoy. The story of this rescue and the 
subsequent close bond formed between these former prisoners, many of whom had worked on the notorious "River 
Kwai" railroad construction, and their saviors creates an emotional high point of the book. Many of the Pampanito's 
crew felt that saving those men was more important than the sinking of any ship.As it happens, the Pampanito is still 
afloat today. Spared the scrapyard, the fate of most of her contemporaries, the Pampanito has been declared a National 
Historical Landmark and is docked at Fisherman's Wharf in San Francisco for visitors to board.The book is well 
illustrated with maps of the combat operations plus numerous photographs of crewmembers, both as impossibly young 
men during their war and as elderly veterans visiting their boat during a recent crew reunion."USS Pampanito: Killer-
Angel" is an excellent look at ordinary men on an ordinary submarine during an extraordinary time.0 von 0 Kunden 
fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. An Enlisted man's view of submarine lifeVon William H. McCollumThis is 
an excellent portrayal of life on a WWII submarine. It is a good picture of what life was like for the enlisted men, and 
for the service in general. I served on the Pampanito with the author's father. This is what it was REALLY like on a 
submarine in the Pacific during WWSII. I commend the author for his thorough research into the history of an unusual 
submarine and the living conditions aboard them during the war.

KurzbeschreibungMost World War II submarine stories are glorifications of war written by submarine captains about 
their own boats. But the USS Pampanito was not a typical submarine. The sub and its crew caused plenty of 
destruction, but they found the pinnacle of their honor and fame in a dramatic sea rescue. Gregory F. Michno relates 
the experiences of the crewmenboth enlisted men and officerswho served on the USS Pampanito. ThePampanitostory 
begins with the boat's construction in 1943, continues through its six combat missions, and concludes with its 
decommissioning after the war in 1945. The heart of the book is the September 12, 1944, attack on a Japanese convoy 
carrying English and Australian POWs from the Burma-Siam Railway (ofBridge on the River Kwaifame) to prison 
camps in Japan. ThePampanitohelped sink two of the prison ships, unwittingly killing hundreds of Allied soldiers, but 
then returned to rescue the survivors. The crew picked a record seventy-three men from the sea. 


