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Von Michael Howard : War in European History  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised War in European History: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Comprehensive, Unique, and DryVon Ein KundeThis is the first first book I have come across that really delves into 
the political and economic aspects of military history while not losing a beat in discussing the tactics. Howard does a 
great job of leading one subject into another, but if you do not have some background in European History, this is not 
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the book to start with. Howard's thematic tool is combatants, such as "War of the Knights," "War of the Mercenaries," 
etc. While this is effective in converying how one group becomes more important than the previous, he does not really 
give you a full flavor for why it is changing, concentrating more on weaponry and politics. Overall: read it if you 
haven't, but make sure you have some background in European history first.

KurzbeschreibungFirst published over thirty years ago, War in European History is a brilliantly written survey of the 
changing ways that war has been waged in Europe, from the Norse invasions to the present day. Far more than a 
simple military history, the book serves as a succinct and enlightening overview of the development of European 
society as a whole over the last millennium. From the Norsemen and the world of the medieval knights, through to the 
industrialized mass warfare of the twentiethcentury, Michael Howard illuminates the way in which warfare has shaped 
the history of the Continent, its effect on social and political institutions, and the ways in which technological and 
social change have in turn shaped the way in which wars are fought. This new edition includes a fully updated further 
reading and a new final chapter bringing the story into the twenty-first century, including the invasion of Iraq and the 
so-called War against Terror.Pressestimmen"Wars have often determined the character of society. Society in exchange 
has determined the character of wars. This is the theme of Michael Howard's stimulating book. It is written with all his 
usual skill and in its small compass is perhaps the most original book he has written. Though he surveys a thousand 
years of history, he does so without sinking in a slough of facts and draws a broad outline of developments which will 
delight the general reader."--A.J.P. Taylor, Observer"Michael Howard...shows that he can spread his range of 
historical vision as far as an eagle surveying a mountain chain. He covers, in a fewer than 150 pages of text, warfare 
over a thousand years; and he covers it comprehensively, without trying to be encyclopaedic. He has the true 
historian's gift for combining the general view and the illuminating detail...This is a book that, for all its brevity, 
broadens and deepens our understanding of how the world we live in came to be the shape it is."--The Economist"The 
beginning undergraduate will find this book a superb introduction; the specialist will find it a stimulating review. 
Highly recommended for all college libraries."--Choice"A marvel of concise erudition."--John Shy, University of 
MichiganKurzbeschreibungFirst published over thirty years ago, War in European History is a brilliantly written 
survey of the changing ways that war has been waged in Europe, from the Norse invasions to the present day. Far 
more than a simple military history, the book serves as a succinct and enlightening overview of the development of 
European society as a whole over the last millennium. From the Norsemen and the world of the medieval knights, 
through to the industrialized mass warfare of the twentiethcentury, Michael Howard illuminates the way in which 
warfare has shaped the history of the Continent, its effect on social and political institutions, and the ways in which 
technological and social change have in turn shaped the way in which wars are fought. This new edition includes a 
fully updated further reading and a new final chapter bringing the story into the twenty-first century, including the 
invasion of Iraq and the so-called War against Terror. 


