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Von Sam Adams : War of Numbers: An Intelligence Memoir  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised War of Numbers: An Intelligence Memoir: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Intelligence with integrity!Von Mike AAdams' book is not so much a book about Vietnam as a chronical of what 
happens when intelligence units and agencies report what the commanders WANT to hear. The CIA and J2 of MACV 
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in Adams' book become pawns in the politics of Vietnam. They ignored facts and basic tenents of intelligence 
reporting. The agencies feared reaction to the facts and its possible effect on public sentiment to US involvement. 
Because of that they purposely, according to Adams, reported and knowingly maintained false information.Even more 
disturbing are Adams' insights into the CIA of the middle and late Sixties. Though deeply entrenched in war in 
Vietnam, they seemed to take an overall cavalier approach to the mission. Adams notes after Tet-1968 there were 
"considerably less than 6" CIA agent handlers in Vietnam who spoke vietnamese. These same case officers received a 
grand total of 2 hours orientation on Vietnam and their enemy prior to assignment.This book is a MUST read for 
intelligence personnel, policy makers and anyone who wants to learn how, the hard way, not to run an intelligence 
organization.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Interesting look at one man's struggle for 
integrityVon Ein KundeI expected not to finish this book, given my previous lack of interest in Vietnam-War history, 
but I found that the story transcended its milieu and beyond that drew my interest to a key period of recent American 
history. I imagine that fans will counsel students of history and political science to read it, and they probably should as 
an interesting nuance from more high-level views provided by more famous luminaries like Westmoreland, 
McNamara, et al, but I found this fascinating from a different standpoint: how one individual struggled to keep his 
intellectual integrity in the face of massive institutional pressure not to. There are lots of melodramatic movies that 
seek to capture the situation more cleanly, but this book, in chronicling one man's true-life experience, did it better and 
with more resonance than any film I've seen. As a young person who works with "numbers" myself, I understand how 
frequently people try to manipulate them and use them as persuasive devices for major decisions.0 von 0 Kunden 
fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Incredible and ExcitingVon Ein KundeAs a student in Political Science, it is 
rare to find and interesting and faithful account of Vietnam. Adams gives us both in this book. I thought it was going 
to be a purely statistical book of this and that. What I got was the story of a man's mission to find the truth in a sea of 
deceit. Adams methodically plots out the discrepancies in the Order of Battle and tells of his own fight to get the 
numbers somewhere close to realistic. It was also heart-wrenching in a way becasue Adams was driven from a 
profession that he loved. He was as much a war hero as the brave young men who actually fought, because his fight 
was to give 'our boys' a level playing field. I would strongly recommend this book to any student of political science, 
Vietnam, or anyone who likes a good spy novel.

KurzbeschreibungSam Adams loved intelligence work, and that enthusiasm shines throughout this memoir of his years 
with the Central Intelligence Agency. His career was dominated by an epic struggle over Vietnam -- over military 
attempts to hide the true size of the enemy forces there, and over the integrity of the intelligence process. Adams's 
insistence on telling the truth caused an ungodly ruckus in both Washington and Saigon at the time, and years later, 
after the CIA had threatened to fire him (on thirteen occasions!) and he had quit the agency in disgust, Adams brought 
his story back up to the surface more loudly than ever in a CBS television documentary which eventually resulted in a 
notorious trial on libel charges brought by General William Westmoreland. After leaving the CIA, Adams sat down to 
write an account of his life at the agency. There is nothing else quite like the story he tells.From the Trade Paperback 
edition.From Kirkus sAt the time of Adams's death in 1988, he had almost completed this book, which recounts his 
side of a major controversy regarding Vietnam in measured fashion and affords instructive insights into the lot of a 
lower-echelon operative in the spook trade. An intelligence analyst for the CIA from 1963 to 1973, Adams gained a 
modicum of fame (or notoriety) in the early 1980s as the principal source for a CBS TV documentary entitled The 
Uncounted Enemy, which exposed intelligence failures in the Vietnam War. General William Westmoreland sued for 
libel, and although the widely publicized case never reached a jury, trial disclosures supported claims long made by 
Adams. Under terms of a flexible roving brief, he had in the 1960s made himself the CIA's resident expert on the 
Vietcong's order of battle. On the evidence of captured documents and data gathered during frequent field trips to 
combat zones, it soon became evident to Adams that the US military was deliberately underestimating the VC's troop 
strength. In the face of political opposition, the CIA failed to defend his findings; the Pentagon figures were accepted 
by President Johnson, who was eager to reassure the electorate that an unpopular war was going well. Early in 1968, 
the unacknowledged cadres went into action with VC regulars during the Tet offensive, which turned the tide of the 
war and destroyed LBJ's re-election bid. Although Adams had been proved right in his calculations, he remained a 
prophet without honor in a government bureaucracy willing to accommodate its political masters; ultimately he quit 
the agency. In this tellingly detailed and evenhanded account of how vital intelligence may be collected, collated, 
interpreted, and ultimately ignored, Adams (who never opposed America's involvement in Vietnam) leaves yet another 
reproachful monument to a conflict in which truth was a constant casualty. David Hackworth, the retired Army colonel 
who wrote About Face (not reviewed), provides the volume's introduction. -- Copyright 1994, Kirkus Associates, LP. 
All rights reserved.From Library JournalAdams was the CIA analyst whose persistence led to the making of the 
controversial CBS documentary, "The Uncounted Enemy: A Vietnam Deception," the program that landed CBS in an 
equally famous lawsuit with Gen. William Westmoreland. In this memoir, he takes us behind the scenes to see what 



might be called "The Making of a Deception: The Inside Story." Initially, Adams charged that the CIA had 
underestimated Vietcong military strength. Quitting the agency in 1973, he undertook his own investigation, a lengthy 
labor cut short by his death in 1988. Though not completed, his book is more than a rehash of yesteryear's bureaucratic 
battles-and more even than delicious inside gossip. Adams paints a fascinating and personalized picture of the back-
room, political wartime CIA. While experts and ex-spooks will debate the reliability of Adams's story, readers will 
find it fascinating. Some of his tales are worth the price of the book alone. Recommended for informed readers.Henry 
Steck, SUNY Coll. at CortlandCopyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc. 


